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Thrift Economy was more than a word as the new Congress went to work on its 

———— first money bill. The House passed and sent to the Senate a supplemental 
appropriation measure providing $925.2 million for fiscal 1953. But the amount was 
only about 40 per cent of the $2.3 billion requested by ex-President Truman in his 
final budget message. Passage was on a 369-2 roll call. 


On a complicated maneuver before the final vote, the House did restore $20.5 million 
for federal aid to schools which had been chopped away by the House Appropriations 
Committee. The two men who voted against the bill on passage were Democrat 
Sutton of Tennessee and Republican Hull of Wisconsin. 


Taft Says Ike Likes FSA Hike [ These storie S are sumimarieed from CQ’s yeguls ir | 


After a conference with other Congressional leaders Weekly Report. For pages with more detail 
and the President, Sen. Taft said Mr. Eisenhower check Thumbnail Index, p. iii, inside back cover. | 
favors elevating the Federal Security Agency to de- 7? ; : 
partment status with the FSA Administrator becoming 
a member of the President’s cabinet. 


Social Security Boost Delayed 


The soover ee recommended ily st The House Ways and Means Committee virtually ended 
the FSA into a department, but the plan was rejecte all chances of expansion of the social security program 
by Congress when presented by ex- President Truman. 


In The Committees 


W ho? --Two unidentified witnesses supplied ‘ 
firmation about subversive or communist activities’ " 
in education before a closed hearing of the House 
Un-American Activities Committee. 


this year when it set up a subcommittee to make a 
broad study of the social security picture. 


President Eisenhower and Congressional leaders had 
earlier agreed that expansion of the social security 
program was one of 11 “‘must’’ items for Congres- 
sional action before the summer recess. Rep. Curtis 
(R Neb.) was named chairman of the subcommittee 
which will make the probe. He said the study will 


Obscene--A bill establishing stiffer penalties for 
inspor ti take many months. 


transporting obscene matter was approved by the 


Senate Judiciary Committee. 
Help For The Beef Market 


No Deals--Secretary of State Dulles assured a 
House committee he had made no commitments with 
other nations on his recent trip to Europe. 


A four-point program to stabilize the cattle market 
was recommended by a House agriculture subcommittee. 


The plan calls for strengthening credit sources for 
emergency loans, stepping up military use of beef, 
controls over importing of foreign beef, and emphasis 
on meat in the federal school lunch program, 


Ne w--Sen. McCarthy’s Investigations Subcommittee 
started probing the Voice of America Program. 


Opposite --Despite Mr. Eisenhower’s recommenda- 


tion to balance the budget first, a House committee 
approved a bill to cut income taxes on July 1. 





Limit --The House Rules Committee stipulated that Copyright 1954 
two committees not make probes outside the U.S. By Congressign 

CO WEEKLY REPORT " 
Charge--Rep. Powell (D N.Y.) charged before a conmpmuanant Geaverts Mies Fes 
House subcommittee that New York City police officials brat ra , x gyi igen ets 
made a deal with the Justice Department to block scription rates beginning at $5 


er fy a quarterly cumulative Index nringbadk binders 


FBI investigations of police brutality in New York. cmmmahiaias. tor Hiksiaaal dw somes seamed GEA 


All reproduction rights 


Trim--Sen. Ferguson (R Mich.) said Mutual Security publication are reserved ‘for of 
PE also are reserved) Entered as second «lass matter at the post 


Director Stassen told a Senate committee the MSA sie wu Gina, 2 
had dropped 1,000 of its former employees. 














Story of the Week... 


THE VETERAN AND CONGRESS 


Korea Returnees, Disabled Ex-Gls And Hospitalization Getting Legislative 


Emphasis; CQ Outlines Present Benefits, Budget Problem, Group Stands 


SUMMARY 


Veterans--particularly those who have been in ser- 
vice since the outbreak of hostilities in Korea--are won- 
dering just what they can expect from the 83rd Congress. 
And Congressmen, mindful of the big voting bloc formed 
by veterans, are giving the matter much consideration. 
Scores of veterans-interest bills have been introduced. 


In a White House press conference Feb. 17, Presi- 
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower said the Administration had 
no plan to lump the Veterans Administration--which 
handles all veterans affairs--in with the Federal Security 
Agency in a new major government organization. (Most 
veterans groups had opposed plans to combine the VA 
and a reorganized FSA.) 


However, there have been several proposals for 
revision of the VA. 


THE VETERAN AND CONGRESS 


Congressional Quarterly has rounded up the facts on 


the veteran and Congress in the pages which follow. First, 


there is a summary of what some of the major veterans 
organizations are asking for; then there is a review of 
major veterans bills introduced in the 83rd Congress to 
date, and a roundup of the money problem involved in 
legislating for veterans. 


What veterans get under present legislation is out- 
lined, with particular attention given to ex-servicemen 
of the Korea conflict. 


Also presented are a biographical sketch of Rep. 
Edith Nourse Rogers (R Mass.), Chairman of the House 


Veterans Affairs Committee and one of Congress’ fore - 


most authorities on veterans legislation, and a state break- 


down of total expenditures for federal veterans programs 
in fiscal 1952 as well as for certain parts of the program. 


Many Congressmen themselves are veterans or re- 
tired and reserve officers. For charts showing which of 
your state’s Congressmen are among them, see pages 
244 - 246. 


What Groups Seek 


Leaders of major veterans organizations have fre - 
quently voiced their views publicly on what they want 
the 83rd Congress to do for ex-servicemen, and on Feb. 
10 some of them appeared before the House Veterans 
Affairs Committee headed by Rep. Edith Nourse Rogers 
(R Mass.). 





Louis K. Gough, commander of the American Le- 
gion, asked Congress to give ‘‘special attention’’ to the 
needs of the Veterans Administration and to exempt it 
from any blanket reduction of federal employees. 


Gough said a recent Administration limitation on 
hiring new employees was a ‘‘demoralizing factor’’ that 
might reduce the quality of medical care for veterans. 
He said it came at an ‘‘unfortunate time’’ when veterans 
hospitals already were ‘‘bedeviled’’ by reduced staffs. 


Floyd L. Ming, National Commander of the Disabled 
American Veterans, and Marshall Miller, National Com- 
mander of Amvets, urged the Committee to restore $15 
million cut from the veterans medical program by the 
82nd Congress. 


(On Feb. 12 Rep. Edna F, Kelly (D N.Y.) introduced 
a measure proposing a special seven-member commit- 
tee to investigate medical and hospital facilities of the 
Veterans Administration -- H Res 140.) 


BACKS REORGANIZATION PLAN 


The veterans leaders said a Veterans Administra - 
tion reorganization plan proposed by VA Administrator 
Carl R. Gray should be tried before other proposed re- 
visiens are attempted. 


The testimony indicated the main point of controver - 
sy over VA reorganization is whether to keep all pres- 
ent regional offices as Gray proposes, or to consolidate 
them into fewer offices as outlined by the consulting 
firm of Booz, Allen and Hamilton. The veterans lead- 
ers agreed that reorganization is necessary in some 
form. 
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Prior to testimony before the Committee. the major 
veterans groups had in other ways sought to inform and 
influence the 83rd Congress on veterans legislation and 
other measures. 


AMERICAN LEGION ACTIVE 


The American Legion has played an especially 
prominent part in such efforts. On Jan. 23 Sen. Lever- 
ett Saltonstall (R Mass.) introduced -- along with eight 
co-sponsors -- a bill (S 605), at the request of the Le- 
gion, which would activate Universal Military Training. 


The Legion’s executive committee and convention 
approved 108 resolutions for 1953. Among them were: 


Opposition to federal aid for education. This re- 
versed the Legion’s former policy on the issue, the ac- 
tion being taken on the ground that federal aid would 
entail federal control of education. 

Opposition to what the Legion called ‘‘the contem- 
plated importation of several hundred thousand addition- 
al displaced persons into the existing and future uncer - 
tain economy of our country.”’ 

Amendment of the McCarran-Walter Immigration 
Act to protect certain veterans. 

Legislation prohibiting use of the United States 
mails by Communists or their supporters. 

Legislation to prevent the importation of films 
produced in Communist-dominated countries or made 
by Communists or Communist sympathizers. 

Creation of a world-wide program to combat com- 
munism in the fields of political and ideological warfare. 

A Constitutional amendment to limit the power of 
Congress to levy and collect taxes. 

Establishment of a Federal Board of Hospitaliza- 
tion to coordinate and utilize all federal hospitals. 

Re-establishment of the VA medical aid services 
affected by appropriations cuts by the 82nd Congress. 

Increases in pensions and compensations. 

Opposition to recommendations of the Hoover Com- 
mission relating to reorganization of the Veterans Ad- 
ministration, 


VFW’S PROGRAM 


The current program of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars lists as top priority objectives: 


Legislation to provide 16,000 additional hospital 
beds for veterans. 

Enactment of a uniform pension law for veterans 
based on age; and increases in pension rates. 

Protection of existing veterans benefits, extension 
of adequate benefits to Korean war veterans, mainten- 
ance of the VA as a single agency to administer benefits 
and the provision of additional funds for the operation of 
the VA during the remainder of fiscal 1953. 

Legislation to provide UMT. 

Amend the Constitution to prohibit the making of 
treaties and executive agreements which would abridge 
or deny rights of individuals guaranteed by the Consti- 
tution. 

Legislation to outlaw the Communist Party, and re- 
affirmation of VFW support for the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities. 

Opposition to any plan of organization which would 
remove jurisdiction over ‘‘essential functions’’ of the 
VA from the hands of the Veterans Administrator. 

Legislation to create a standing Committee on Vet- 
erans Affairs in the Senate. 

PAGE 228 ‘opyright 1953 C 


Features 


OngTressionaéi 


Quarterly News 


DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 


The Disabled American Veterans have gone on rec- 
ord for what they term a ‘‘conservative, constructive 
program’’ cimed at the introduction of ‘‘uniformity and 
equality’’ in existing veterans laws. 


Tne group will seek across-the-board increases in 
the compensation and pension bill (Public Law 356) 
passed by the 82nd Congress. The measure raised pay- 
ments only for veterans with higher disability ratings 
and widows with children. 


The DAV also supports UMT, establishment of a 
Senate Veterans Committee and amendments to the Vet- 
erans Preference Act of 1944 which the DAV claims 
would boost Civil Service standards in respect to vet- 
erans. 


AMERICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE 


The American Veterans Committee announced it 
was supporting a program of reappraisal and revision 
of all veterans legislation now in effect. The group will 
push for the inclusion of cost-of-living provisions in all 
pension and compensation bills, civil rights legislation, 
modification of the McCarran-Walter Immigration Act, 
continuation and expansion of the Point Four program 
and any ‘‘constructive’’ legislation that would implement 
the ‘‘trade not aid’’ slogan. 


The AVC’s planning committee Jan. 26 asked Pres- 
ident Eisenhower to order a Justice Department investi- 
gation into the finances of Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy (R 
Wis.). (For a report on the Senator's finances, see CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 46.) 





SOME LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES 


At least two veterans groups are supporting their 
resolutions with legislative staffs and activities. Under 
the Federal Regulation of Lobbying law, the American 
Legion and Disabled American Veterans reported ex- 
penditures of $89,160 and $15,834 respectively through 
the third quarter of 1952. 


The National Association of Home Builders and 
other real estate and builders groups have urged that 
Congress increase the four per cent interest rate on GI 
home loans now guaranteed by the Veterans Adminis- 
tration. 


In their appearance before the House Veterans Af- 
fairs Committee Feb. 10, leaders of major veterans 
groups urged retention of the four per cent rate. 


Pending Legislation 


Since 1942, Congress has passed more than 500 
measures dealing with veterans or dependents of vet- 
erans. 


Scores of veterans bills have been introduced in the 
new Congress. Judging from the number of measures, 
veterans legislation continues one of the most popular 
topics of the lawmakers. 


Rep. Edith Nourse Rogers (R Mass.), one of Capi- 
tol Hill’s authorities on veterans legislation, has made 
many proposals for the handling of veterans’ problems. 








On Dec. 31, 1952, Mrs. Rogers talked to President- 
elect Eisenhower about the creation of a Department of 
Veterans Affairs with cabinet status. She said the Gen- 
eral was ‘‘very much interested,’’ but did not say what 
he would do about the proposal. Mrs. Rogers Jan. 3 
presented a bill (HR 23) to create such a department. 


President Eisenhower has been said to be consider - 
ing merging the Veterans Administration with the Fed- 
eral Security Agency and making the organization into 
a Department of Public Welfare, with the Secretary 
having cabinet status. Eisenhower has invited Oveta 
Culp Hobby, the new Administrator of the Federal Se- 
curity Agency and the first Commander of the Women’s 
Army Corps, to sit in on cabinet meetings. 


In addition to HR 23, many other measures relating 
to veterans and servicemen were introduced by Rep. 
Rogers in the opening weeks of the 83rd Congress. 
Among them: 


HR 28, calling for restoration of appropriations for 
16,000 additional hospital beds for veterans. The ori- 
ginal appropriation was cancelled by President Harry S. 
Truman in 1948. The new measure would instruct the 
Veterans Administrator to proceed with hospital con- 
struction involving 24 new projects and expansion of 
14 existing units. 


HR 32, HR 33, HR 35, HR 37, HR 40 and HR 53, 
for benefit of disabled veterans: HR 42, to authorize 
purchase of automobiles by disabled veterans; HR 44, 
HR 52, HR 53 and HR 340, to liberalize disability eli- 
gibility and pensions for veterans. 


PENSIONS, TRAINING BENEFITS 


HR 341, to increase monthly pensions to certain 
dependents of veterans of World War I and II and Korea; 
HR 1304, to remove time limits on vocational rehabili- 
tation for certain disabled veterans; HR 339, to extend 
for two years the educational and training benefits of 
the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944; HR 1303, 
to afford training and education for certain seriously 
disabled veterans. 


HR 38, to provide pensions for widows and children 
of deceased veterans of World War II or veterans of 
service after June 27, 1950, on the same basis as pen- 
sions provided for widows and children of deceased 
veterans of World War I; HR 27, to extend to June 30, 
1955, direct home and farmhouse loan authority of the 
Veterans Administration. 


HR 1840, to prevent persons who engage in activi- 
ties contrary to the interests of the U.S. from going to 
school in a foreign country under the Servicemen’s Re- 
adjustment Act of 1944. (Introduced at the request of 
the American Legion.) 


In addition to those introduced by Mrs. Rogers, a 
stream of measures to benefit the nation’s 20 million 
war veterans has poured into the legislative hoppers 
of the 83rd Congress. 


In the Senate and House measures have been intro- 
duced to make the veteran's life easier, increase his 
pension, extend his insurance, grant him loans and 
assure him of numerous other benefits. 


SENATE BILLS 
Among the Senate bills: 


S 90, Lister Hill (D Ala.), to authorize payment by 
the Veterans Administration of increased compensation 
on account of service -connected total deafness to vet- 
erans in receipt of compensations. 

S$ 293, John J. Sparkman (D Ala.), to extend the 
period in which courses of instruction may be started 
pursuant to the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944. 

S 395, Dennis Chavez (D N.M.), to extend national 
service life insurance benefits to certain armed forces 
personnel who died in combat against the Japanese 
prior to April 20, 1942. 


OTHER HOUSE BILLS 


Among the scores of veterans bills introduced in 
the House, the following relating to disabled veterans 
were included: 


HR 1712, William M. Colmer (D Miss.), to provide 
automobiles for World War I veterans who have lost use 
of their legs. 

HR 630, Olin E, Teague (D Tex.), for vocational 
rehabilitation. 

HR 167, Wilbur D, Mills (D Ark.); HR 462 und HR 
463, Bernard W, (Pat) Kearney (R N.Y.); HR 1045, 
John Lesinski, Jr. (D Mich.); HR 260 and HR 264, Carl 
Elliott (D Ala.) and HR 1534, Clyde Doyle (D Calif.). 











Several bills have been introduced in the House con- 
cerning the National Service Life Insurance Act of 1940 
and extending veterans’ life insurance. Among themare: 


HR 547, Philip J. Philbin (D Mass.), to amend the 
Act to provide for refund of premiums in certain cases 
where the insured failed to apply for waiver of such 
premiums. 

HR 148, Thomas E, Martin (R Iowa), to restore the 
right of certain veterans to apply for insurance. 

HR 289, Clare E, Hoffman (R Mich.), to create a 
Veterans’ Insurance Corporation in the Veterans Ad- 
ministration to exercise all of the functions with respect 
to government life insurance and NSLI, 

HR 1546, Noble J, Gregory (D Ky.), to provide paid- 
up insurance for certain aged veterans. 

HR 1259, Louis B, Heller (D N.Y.), to amend the 
NSLI Act and Servicemen’s Indemnity Act of 1951 to 
provide for lump sum payments to certain beneficiaries. 

















Rep. Elliott introduced a bill (HR 266) to make ed- 
ucational benefits of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act 
of 1944 available to children of persons who died in ac - 
tive service or who died as a result of wounds in World 
War II. 


Among House bills to extend pension benefits: 


HR 461, Kearney, to increase death compensation 
payable to certain widows and children of veterans of 
World Wars I and Tl or of service after June 27, 1950. 

HR 252, Elliott, to extend pension benefits to cer- 
tain persons who served in hostilities in the Moro 
Province from 1902 to 1914 and to their dependents. 

HR 617, Frank E, Smith (D Miss.), to provide pay- 
ment of increased special pensions to persons holding 
the Congressional Medal! of Honor. 
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Reps. Teague and Elliott have introduced bills sim- 
ilar to Mrs. Rogers’ HR 27 to extend the home and 
farmhouse loan authority of the VA to June 30, 1955. 
Teague’s measure is HR 634, Elliott’s, HR 2088. 


Teague has introduced a proposal (HR 633) to es- 
tablish a Federal Board of Hospitalization, and Elliott 
has introduced one (HR 261) to provide for VA hospital 
facilities similar to HR 28 presented by Mrs. Rogers. 


HR 1607, to amend the Internal Revenue Code to 
encourage making low-interest loans to veterans or 
their widows who want to buy or build homes, was in- 
troduced by Rep. Albert Rains (D Ala.). 


Impact On Budget 


Government spending -- a big issue for Congress 
on all matters -- is of major importance when proposals 
to increase veterans benefits are considered. But in 
this case, Congressmen usually look twice before reach- 
ing for the shears, 


In his budget message Jan. 9, outgoing President 
Harry S. Truman estimated expenditures for veterans 
services for fiscal 1954 July 1, 1953 to June 30, 1954) 
at $4.6 billion. The sum is six per cent of the total 
budget for the year as presented by Truman. 


Expenditures for veterans services reached a peak 
of $7.4 billion in 1947 because of the vast numbers of 
World War II veterans who were receiving benefits -- 
particularly in education and training. 


Expenditures declined 38 per cent from 1947 to 
1953, but Truman's request for 1954 was almost the 
same as that for 1953. And Mr. Truman warned that 
prospects for future years are for new increases, partly 
because of the growing number of veterans of Korea 
combat, 


In 1940 there were 4.3 million veterans in the Unit- 
ed States. By 1952 the number had climbed to 19.8 
million. New veterans were being added to the list at 
the rate of one million a year, and, Mr. Truman noted, 
if the armed forces continue at their present size, most 
Americans will soon be veterans or dependents of vet- 
erans, 


According to the House Veterans Affairs Committee, 
in recent years the House of Representatives of each 
Congress received about 500 proposals for veterans 
legislation during its two-year stand. The 83rd Congress 
is expected to be no exception. Many of these legislative 
proposals deal with minor problems. With certain ex- 


ceptions, veterans bills will not become big issues in 1953. 


APPROPRIATIONS FIGHT ? 


One of the exceptions may be a continuation of a hot 
appropriations argument generated over the fiscal 1953 
appropriation for veterans’ medical services, Last 
summer the 82nd Congress shaved approximately $31 
million from the Budget Bureau’s recommendations for 
appropriations for medical aid for veterans, 


The cut hurt, judging by the outcry from veterans 
organizations and supporters, and the new Congress 
may touch off a similar display of verbal fireworks. 
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President Eisenhower was asked to take a stand on 
the Veterans Administration’s medical program during 
the Presidential campaign. He said Oct. 30, 1952, he 
would ‘‘make it one of my first concerns”’ to staff the 
VA with qualified personnel. 


The $713.5 million allotted for medical services in 
the fiscal 1954 budget is an increase of $43,181,634 over 
the initial appropriation of $670,318,634 for fiscal 1953. 
Veterans’ groups, on ‘‘first brush’’ with the new budget, 
still found it ‘‘less than adequate.’’ More than half of 
the increase is earmarked for new hospital staffs. 


The fiscal 1954 budget submitted to the 83rd Con- 
gress by Mr. Truman recommended an $80 million ap- 
propriation to build four final hospitals in the current 
construction program and $20 million for the moderni- 
zation, improvement and repair of others. By June 30, 
1954 the VA is expected to have 170 hospitals and 17 
domiciliary homes in operation. 


Sen. Homer Ferguson (R Mich.), a member of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee, Nov. 11, 1952, de- 
manded a new study of the medical aid program. He 
said he received many complaints the $670,318,634 al- 
lowed for the program was inadequate. Ferguson said 
the Senate voted larger amounts but compromised on 
the lower total when the House refused to go along. 





VA REORGANIZATION 


A $600,000 report, compiled by the Chicago manage - 
ment engineering firm of Booz, Allen & Hamilton for 
the VA will be subjected to careful perusal by the House 
Veterans Affairs Committee. 


The 1.3 million-word report recommends a reor- 
ganizational overhaul of the whole VA, with resulting 
savings estimated at $25 million. Veterans’ organiza- 
tions have expressed about as little enthusiasm for the 
plan as they did for the Hoover Commission’s VA 
recommendations, which they vigorously opposed. 


Rep. Abraham J, Multer (D N.Y.) Jan. 7 offered a 
bill (HR 1291) which would prohibit the Veterans Ad- 
ministrator from consolidating any offices under his 
jurisdiction or directing reductions in force of VA per- 
sonnel! without notifying Congress of his intentions. 





The establishment of a permanent Senate Veterans 
Affairs Committee stands high on the list of actions 
which veterans groups consider ‘‘desirable.’’ Ferguson 
introduced a resolution to set up such a committee in 
1951, »ut the Senate never considered it. He has rein- 
troduced the resolution (S Res 24) in the 83rd Congress. 
Proponents argue that need for the committee is great. 
They say veterans legislation is now channeled toa 
variety of committees, none of whose members are 
necessarily experts on veterans affairs. 


Existing Veterans Programs 


The 82nd Congress, as had Congresses since the 
78th, devoted a good part of its time to improving and 
expanding benefits for veterans of both World Wars. 
The 82nd Congress also gave extensive consideration 
to benefits for veterans of Korea fighting. 


The biggest piece of veterans legislation the 82nd 
Congress passed was the Veterans Readjustment Assist - 
ance Act of 1952--the new ‘‘GI Bill of Rights’ -- for 





veterans of the Korea fighting. The Act was completed 
by Congress July 4, 1952. 


It followed the three-fold program set up under the 
1944 Servicemen’s Readjustment Act by providing home, 
farm and business loans, education and self-employ- 
ment allowances. The new Act contained some changes 
aimed at preventing abuses practiced against the old 
law (CQ Almanac, Vol. VIII, 1952, p. 205). 


The 82nd Congress also extended rehabilitation 
training to Korea veterans with service -connected dis- 
abilities; included them in preference provisions of 
housing legislation and gave all members of the armed 
forces $10,000 free insurance. 


Bills enacted that affected veterans generally pro- 
vided an additional $125 million for direct home loans 
to war veterans, and two increased benefits to disabled 
veterans. 


Two measures were approved over Presidential 
vetoes. One continued and expanded a program for pay- 
ments up to $1,600 for automobiles for veterans who 
lost their hands, feet or sight in the line of duty; the 
other increased pensions for totally disabled veterans 
with non-service -connected disabilities. 


EDUCATIONAL PROVISIONS 


Educational provisions for veterans of Korea were 
set up so the beneficiary receives his allowance directly 
from the government. All school costs must be paid by 
the recipient. Those taking advantage of the prograra 
do not receive all the benefits given World War II vet- 
erans. 


Seventy per cent of the readjustment expenditures 
recommended in the fiscal 1954 budget will be covered 
by the Veterans Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952. 
An estimated 715,000 GI's are expected to enroll in the 
nation’s schools during fiscal 1954, 475,000 of them 
veterans of the Korea conflict. 


Public Law 346 of the 78th Congress provided, 
among other benefits, education and training for World 
War II veterans at government expense. For practical 
purposes the education provisions were ended July 25, 
1951. 


While the program was in effect approximately 
7,600.000 veterans, nearly one-half of those who served 
during World War Il, received education or training 
under it at an approximate cost of $12.6 billion. 


TRAINING FOR THE DISABLED 


The 82nd Congress passed a bill providing disabled 
Korea war veterans with benefits similar to those given 
disabled World War II veterans under the Vocational 
Rehabilitation Act -- job, farm and school training. 


The measure superseded an earlier bill that nar- 
rowed the program to include training only for those 
veterans who received their disabilities as a result of 
armed conflict or extra-hazardous duty. Under the 
present law all those with service-connected disabilities 
are eligible for training. 


As of Oct. 31, 1952, approximately 2,103 Korean 
vets were being trained through the program. Under 


3 Congres 


the originai Act, 580,000 World War II vets received 
and 275,640 completed training up to Aug. 1, 1951. At 
that time 61,304 were still participating in the program. 


GI LOAN BENEFITS 


The original GI Bill guaranteed or insured loans to 
World War II veterans for homes, farms or businesses, 
made principally through private lenders. Veterans of 
the Korean conflict were given all the loan benefits in 
the latest GI Bill. Benefits for World War IT veterans, 
with a few exceptions, expire July 25, 1957. 


The original law specified the insurance was not to 
exceed 50 per cent or a maximum of $4,000 on real es- 
tate and $2,000 on non-real estate loans. It was expand- 
ed in 1950 by the Defense Housing Act which raised the 
maximum guaranty for homes only to $7,500 for those 
who had not previously used their entitlement. 


The Defense Housing Act of 1951 gave veterans the 
difference between what they had used and $7,500 for 
home loans, reduced minimum downpayments on homes 
up to $12,000, revived the direct government loan pro- 
gram for areas where four per cent loans were not avail- 
able and extended repayment terms to a maximum of 
25 years. 


The VA, up to Oct. 31, 1952, approved more than 
three million loans amounting to approximately $19.3 
billion. Of that number, 420,455 loans had then been 
repaid in full. 


The 82nd Congress appropriated an extra $125 mil- 
lion for direct home loans to veterans in rural areas 
where the VA found that four per cent loans were not 
available. Public Law 139 extended authority to make 
direct loans to June 30, 1953, and Public Law 325 in- 
creased capital requirements to approximately $300 
million. In 1952 the VA made 13,037 direct loans. Es- 
timations for fiscal 1953 and 1954 are 18,528 and 4,450, 
respectively. 


HOSPITALIZATION BENEFITS 


Veterans of all wars are entitled to various degrees 
of hospital care under the following priority system: 
First, emergency cases; second, those suffering from 
injuries or diseases incurred in or aggravated by war 
service; third, those who state under oath they are un- 
able to pay hospital charges for treatment of non-ser- 
vice -connected disabilities or injuries. 


COMPENSATIONS AND PENSIONS 


Compensation is payable to veterans with service - 
connected disabilities at wartime and peacetime rates, 
depending on the degree of disability plus other statu- 
tory awards. 


The 82nd Congress passed two bills increasing these 
benefits. One increased the income limitations for those 
receiving pensions, the other increased compensation 
payments for the most severely disabled veterans. 

Both were passed in 1952. 


During its first session the 82nd Congress approved, 
over President Truman’s veto, the bill which increased 
to $129 a month aid and attendance pension payments to 
veterans of World War I and II and the Korea conflict 
who were totally disabled as a result of non-service - 
connected injury. 
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According to the fiscal 1954 budget, approximately 
3,348,000 individuals and families will receive $2.5 
billion in compensation and pension payments. 


BONUSES AND AGE PENSIONS 


Old age pensions for veterans, legislation that gen- 
erated a fight and was beaten by a close vote in the 
House of the 82nd Congress, along with bonuses for 
World War II veterans, appear to have been dropped, 
for the present, from the legislative goals of major 
veterans organizations, 


The GI Bill for veterans of the Korea conflict pro- 
vides unemployment benefits up to $26 for 26 weeks 
with the rates of compensation depending on payments 
prevailing in the veteran’s state. President Truman 
asked in the fiscal 1954 budget that $47 million be set 


aside for unemployment allowances for veterans of Korea. 


Readjustment allowances up to $20 a week for 52 
weeks were provided for World War II veterans under 
provisions of the GI Bill. These benefits came to an 
end, for most veterans, July 25, 1949. While the pro- 
gram was in effect, nearly nine million veterans re- 
ceived $3.8 billion in payments. 


INSURANCE 


The Indemnity and Insurance Act of 1951 applies 
principally to veterans of Korea fighting. Under its 
provisions those in active service on and after June 27, 
1950, were automatically covered without cost against 
death in active service for $10,000, less any other GI 
insurance in force. 


The cost for administering the Act is expected to 
climb from $6 million in 1952 to an estimated $15 mil- 
lion for fiscal 1954, while government payments io the 
fund are supposed to drop from $210 million in 1952 to 
an estimated $51 million for fiscal 1954. 


The 195i Act, with a few exceptions, ended the is- 
suance of National Service Life Insurance to World War 
If veterans. Those who already had NSLI policies were 
entitled to retain them. More than seven million poli- 
cies worth $48 billion were in force in September, 1952. 


HOUSING PRE FERENCE 


Korea veterans were given the same housing pref- 
erence as World War II veterans by action of the 82nd 
Congress in 1951. 


World War II veterans were given preference in 
rental of low-rent housing units, purchasing war housing 
or obtaining special FHA mortgage insurance advantages 
under the National Housing Act, the Lanham Act and 
Public Law 214. 


MUSTERING OUT PAY 


The Korea GI Bill provided, as Congress did for 
World War II veterans, mustering-out pay of $100 to 
veterans with less than 60 days service, $200 for those 
with more than 60 days but with no overseas service, 
and $300 tor those who served more than 60 days, part 
of which was on overseas duty. 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 


Rep. Edith Nourse Rogers (R Mass.), Chairman of 
the House Veterans Affairs Committee in the 83rd Con- 
gress, has been a member of the Committee since 1925, 
when she was elected to the 69th Congress to filla 
vacancy caused by the death of her husband. 





The Congresswoman served overseas during World 
War I with the Red Cross and is a member of the Women’s 
Overseas League and the American Legion Auxiliary. 


Following World War I, she worked with the Amer - 
ican Red Cross caring for disabled veterans from 1918 
to 1922. President Harding appointed her personal 
representative in care of disabled veterans in 1922, and 
Presidents Coolidge and Hoover reappointed her to the 
post. 


Indicative of Mrs. Rogers’ extensive interest in 
veterans legislation is the fact that most of the bills she 
submitted in the 82nd Congress dealt with benefits for 
veterans and servicemen. They included bills to in- 
crease compensation payments, extend GI Bill benefits 
to veterans of the Korean conflict, reduce postal rates 
for servicemen, purchase automobiles for disabled vet- 
erans and increase death pension payments to widows 
and children of veterans. 


Here is Congressional Quarterly’s scoreboard 
showing in percentages how often Mrs. Rogers voted 
with the majority of her party when it opposed the ma- 
jority of Democrats (Party Unity); how often she voted 
with the majority of Republicans when they balloted the 
same way as most Democrats (Bipartisan Support); and 
her frequency in making known her stand on roll-call 
votes (On The Record): 


On The 
Record 


Bipartisan 
Support 


Party 
Unity 





79th Congress 73% 93% 98% 
80th Congress 92 98 99 
81st Congress 82 96 92 
82nd Congress 68 91 93 


SENATE 


In the Senate, veterans affairs generally are hand- 
led by the Finance Committee headed by Sen. Eugene D. 
Millikin (R Colo.). For his biography, see CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 114. 


Veterans Program--By States 


Estimated expenditures for federal veterans pro- 
grams in fiscal 1952 are broken down by states in 
column 1 of the chart on page 234. The total expendi- 
ture for all purposes was $5,019,513,000 -- exclusive of 
$967 695,363 in expenditures, mostly insurance, not 
available by states. (All figures in the chart were ob- 
tained from the Veterans Administration.) 


States in which the largest federal expenditures for 
veterans programs were made were New York, $435, 
390,337: California, $363,020,976: Pennsylvania, $321, 
421,543, Texas, $293,992,360; Illinois, $235,065,368, 
and Ohio, $212 ,777,698. 








Lowest expenditures occurred in Nevada, $4,784, 
909; Delaware, $8,251,451; Vermont, $11,633,910: 
Wyoming, $12,276,607 and New Hampshire, $14,489,202. 


Total pension and compensation payments to veter- 
ans and other beneficiaries coming under the veterans 
program were $2,165,973,000. (See chart, col. 2). 


Largest pension and compensation payments were 
made in New York, $189.9 million; California, $162.6 
million, and Pennsylvania, $140.3 million. Smallest 
payments were in Nevada, $2 million, Wyoming, $3.4 
million, and Delaware, $3.6 million. 


Payments under the GI Bill -- for such things as 
education and training -- totaled $1,403,834,000. (See 
chart, col. 3). 


Biggest GI Bill payments were $114.3 million in 
New York, $100.8 million in Texas, $89.0 million in 
California and $88.1 million in Pennsylvania. At the 
bottom of the list were Nevada, $0.8 million: Delaware, 
$1.3 million and Vermont $2.5 million. 


National Service Life Insurance payments for all 
states came to $427,854,000. (See chart, col. 4). 


New York again topped all states in such payments, 
with a total of $38.1 million. Other ‘‘highs’’ were 
Pennsylvania, $30.7 million, and California, $29.9 mil- 
lion. States with lowest payments were Nevada, $0.4 
million; Delaware, $0.7 million, and Wyoming, $0.9 
million. 


Servicemen’s indemnity payments totaled $6,657, 
000. (See chart, col. 5). California topped all states 
with $561,000, followed by Pennsylvania with $504,000 
and New York with $476,000. ‘‘Lows’’ were Nevada, 
$7,000; Vermont, $9,000, and Wyoming, $10,000. 


VETERANS PER STATE 


As of Sept. 30, 1952, there was a total of 15.4 mil- 
lion living veterans of World War II. (See chart, page 
235). There were also another 3.5 million veterans of 
prior wars, (The totals include no veterans of Korea 
except for those who also served in World War II or 
prior wars.) 


New York had the most World War II veterans, a 
total of 1.6 million, followed by Pennsylvania with 1.18 
million and California with 1.15 million. Nevada had 
the fewest such veterans, 15,000. Wyoming was second 
low with 28,000, followed by Delaware with 32,000. 


New York barely tops California in the number of 
living veterans from wars prior to World War II -- 
323,000 to 320,000. Next is Illinois with 238,000. At 
the botton of the list are Delaware and Nevada with 
5,000 each and Vermont with 10,000. 


STATES’ VA HOSPITAL BEDS 
The Veterans Administration has 49,827 beds in 


general medical and surgical hospitals in the United 
States. (See chart, page 235, col. 3). 





Vets’ Unemployment Pay 


Some 40.000 veterans of the Korean war are regis - 
tering for unemployment benefits each month. 


The figure was made public Feb. 16 in a House 
Appropriations Committee report of testimony by 
Robert C. Goodwin, director of the Labor Department's 
Bureau of Employment Security. 


The Labor Department had asked for a deficiency 
appropriation of $32.2 million for the current fiscal 
year --ending June 30, 1953--in order to pay jobless 
benefits to veterans. 


Korea veterans are entitled to unemployment bene - 
fits of up to $26 a week for 26 weeks, depending upon 
the rates prevailing in the veteran’s state. (See page 
232. 








a 


States having the most such hospital beds are Cali- 
fornia with 6,432, New York with 4,165 and Ilinois with 
3,463. New Jersey and Maine have no such veterans 
hospitals. 


VA neuro-psychiatric hospitals have a total of 
51,626 beds. (See chart, page 235, col. 4). States with 
the largest number of these beds are New York, 5,797; 
Illinois, 4,143, and Alabama, 3,272. Many states have 
no such hospitals. 


Another 8,790 beds are in Veterans Administration 
tuberculosis hospitals. (See chart, col. 5). States with 
the highest number of these beds are North Carolina, 
1,500: New York, 1,342, and California, 1,044. 


VETERANS IN CONGRESS 


The charts on pages 244 - 246 show which Mem- 
bers of the Senate and House are veterans (col. 5) and 
which are retired or reserve commissioned officers of 
the armed forces (col. 4). 


According to a list released by the Office of Infor - 
mation of the Defense Department, 21 Senators and 104 
Representatives are retired or reserve officers. 


Ten of the Senators are or were Army officers, 
five hold such status with the Navy, three with the Air 
Force and three with the Marines. 


Of the House Members who at one time have held 
commissions, 47 are from the Army, 41 are from the 
Navy, 10 come from the Air Force and six from the 
Marines. 


A Congressional Quarterly survey shows that 64 
Senators are veterans, while 244 Representatives have 
had previous military service. Not all of the Congress- 
men who are retired or reserve commission officers 
are counted as veterans, since some of them have never 
been on active duty. 
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EXPENDITURES FOR VETERANS PROGRAMS 


(ESTIMATED FOR FISCAL 1952 IN THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. COLS. 2, 3,4 AND 5 REPRESENT PAY- 
MENTS TO VETERANS AND OTHER BENEFICIARIES.) 
1 2 3 4 5 


Service- 
men’s In- 


Readjustment Natl. Service 
Total Total Pension Benefits Life 
Expenditures & compensation **GI Bill’’ 


Insurance demnity 


Alabama 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
District of Columbia 
Florida 
Georgia 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 
U.S. Territories and 
possessions 
Foreign countries 





$122,805 


$ 45,204 
14,494 
30,691 

162,690 
21,779 
25,208 

3,661 


93,578 
45,749 
29,689 
24,461 
49,262 
34 856 
12,871 
27,426 
84,857 
75,105 
43,288 
29,148 
53,959 

8,348 
14,625 

2,073 

7,298 
59,638 
11,125 
189,970 
43,795 

6,511 
111,504 
34,956 
21,035 
140,301 
112,135 
22,389 

7,165 
46,501 
119,665 

8,266 

5,241 
37,210 
31,836 
26,701 
38,547 

3,448 


13,222 
54,910 


$49,377 
5,832 
31,839 
89,003 
16,902 
8,934 
1,349 


27,826 
8,121 
114,375 
49,821 
9,572 
37,997 
25,244 
10,172 
88,155 
5,439 
30,916 
8,452 
46,233 
100,866 
9,118 
2,566 
18,995 
17,209 
9,981 
18,930 
3,499 


15,035 
12,636 


$7,465 
2,140 
4,857 
29,972 
4,108 
5,435 
711 
1,950 
7,057 
8,053 
1,823 
23,800 
10,050 
7,464 
5,613 
8,222 
5,636 
2,736 
5,514 
13,939 
15,515 
8,598 
4,667 
10,222 
1,902 
3,751 
384 
1,556 
13,031 
2,516 
38,093 
9,353 
1,936 
20,482 
6,559 
4,183 
30,701 
2,210 
4,860 
1,883 
8,806 
21,254 
2,095 
1,098 
8,205 
6,509 
6,128 
8,957 
907 


1,917 
23,033 





U.S. Total 


4,885,373 


2,037,841 


1,376,164 


402,904 


6,544 





GRAND TOTAL * 


5,019,513 


2,165,973 


1,403,834 


427,854 


6,657 





*Excludes (in full amounts, not in thousands): $967,695,363 in expenditures, principally insurance, not avail- 
able by states. Congressional appropriations provided $4,856,910,000; the other $1,130,298,000 coming from 
Trust ana Working Funds. SOURCE: Veterans Administration. 
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VETERANS POPULATION 
(IN THOUSANDS) 


Number of Living Veterans* 
As of Sept. 30, 1952 


STATE DISTRIBUTION 
OF VA HOSPITALS 


(Number of beds*) 





1 


3 4 


General medical Neuro- 


and surgical psychiatric Tuberculosis 





Alabama 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
District of Columbia 
Florida 
Georgia 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 
U.S. Territories and 
possessions 103 
Foreign 
TOTAL 15,412 3,520 


*Veterans of Korean hostilities are excluded except 
for those who also served in World War II or prior 
wars. 


Source: Veterans Administration. 





285 3,272 _— 
168 owe 765 
647 2,095 ows 
6,432 1,403 1,044 
618 810 oon 
336 won 
300 
335 
1,353 
887 
250 
3,463 
812 
1,064 
1,239 
893 
1,160 
491 
1,226 
1,403 
957 
665 


49 827 51,626 8,790 
*Most of the hospitals have facilities for handling 
cases other than those for which they are designated. 
State lines do not apply to hospitalization program, 
Veterans needing medical aid often are sent to hos- 
pitals outside their states, if necessary. 
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weekly roundup of legislation 





Bills Introduced 


Following are bills introduced in Congress from Feb. 11 through 
Feb. 17 arranged according to subject matter in categories, Within 
each category are Senate bills in alphabetical order of sponsor's name, 
followed by House bills in alphabetical order of sponsor's name. Bill: 
are described as follows: Sponsor's name, bill number, date intro- 
juced, brief description of provisions and committee to which bill was 
assigned. Bills sponsored by more than one Senator are listed under 
the first sponsor, with additional sponsors listed in alphabétical order 
All such multiple sponsored bills are marked by an asterisk (*). For 
more detailed description of how bills introduced are published by CQ 
and how to check a given bill or a particular Congressman, please see 
CQ Weekly Report, p. 27 


Agriculture 


JOHNSON (D Tex.) S 877 2/13/53. Authorize Secretary of Agri- 
culture to cooperate with states and local agencies in pianning and 
carrying out of works 
Agriculture 

JOHNSON (D Colo.) S 894 2/13/53. Provide for conveyance of cer- 
tain national forest land in Basalt, Colo, Agriculture 

KERR (D Okla.) S 955 2/16/53. Provide for initiation and promo- 
tion of pasture development and water conservation development 

stations in Oklahoma. Agri- 


f improvement in soil conservation 


projects through certain experiment 
culture, 


COLE (R Mo.) HR 3065 2/16/53. Amend sex 
Act to authorize is 


2 of National Housing 

suance of loans and advances of credit made for 
purpose of improving soil fertility, conservation and land improve - 
ment. Banking and Currency 

SCUDDER (R Calif.) HR 3097 2/16/53. Authorize transfer, to re- 
gents of University of California, for agricultural purposes, of 
certain real property in Napa County, Calif. Agriculture 


Appropriations 


McCARTHY (D Minn.) HR 3085..,..2/16/53. Amend sec. 206 of Legi 
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 to enable Comptroller General! 
more effectively to assist Appropriations Committee in consder- 
ing budget. Government Operations 

TABER (R N.Y.) HR 3053 2/16/53. Make supplemental appropria - 
tions for fiscal year ending June 30 1953. Appropriations 


Education and Welfare 
EDUCATION 


McCARRAN (D Nev.) S 969 2/16/53. Authorize Housing and Home 
Finance Agency, 4s adjunct to federal public -works program to 
make loans and grants for construction, remodeling improvement 
and extension of school facilities. Public Works 


POLK (D Ohio) HR 3093.....2/16/53. Improve and extend duration of 
P.L, 874 of 81st Congress to extend period during which appropria- 
tions may be made to pay entitlements under title Il of P.L, 815 of 
&lst Congress, to provide temporary supplementary aid for schools 
in critical defense housing areas, and to assist in construction of 
school facilities. Labor. 


HEALTH & WELFARK® 


*TAFT (R Ohio), Hill (D Ala.) S 967 2/16/53. Extend duration of 
Hospital Survey and Construction Act (title VI of Public Health 
Service Act), Labor 


BENNETT (R Mich.) HR 3058 2/16/53. Amend Social Security Act 
to prescribe circumstances under which federal old-age and sur - 
vivors insurance system may be extended to previously excluded 
state and local employees of Michigan highway or road departments 
or commissions. Ways and Means. 

BENTSEN (D Tex.) HR 3059.....2/16/53. Amend title IT of Social Secur- 
ity Act to repeal $75 work clause. Ways and Means. 

BOGGS (D La.) HR 2923.,...2/12/53. Amend title Il of Social Security 
Act to provide that individuals who have attained age 65 before July 
1, 1952, may elect not to receive old-age and survivors insurance 
coverage re self employment. Ways and Means. 

BYRD (D W.Va.) HR 2925.....2/12/53. Amend title II of Social Security 
Act to provide that old-age and monthly insurance benefits shall be 
payable at age 60 in lieu of age 65. Ways and Means. 
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BYRD (D W.Va.) HR 2926 2/12/53. Amend Social Security Act to 
permit individua!s entitled to old-age and survivors insurance ben 
efits to earn $200 per month without deductions being made from 
their benefits. Ways and Means, 

DAGUE (R Pa.) HR 2929.....2/12/53. Repeal those provisions of Rail- 
road Retirement Act of 1937 which reduce amount of annuity or 
pension which an individual or his spouse receives under such act 
in cases where either the individual or spouse is entitled to certain 
insurance benefits under Social Security Act. Commerce 

DAGUE (R Pa.) HR 2935.....2/12/53. Repeal $75 work clause that ap- 
plies to old-age and survivors insurance benefits under title IT of 
Social Security Act. Ways and Means 

DAVIS (D Ga.) HR 2930.....2/12/53. Amend Social Security Act to in- 
crease from $75 to $175 per month amount which may be earned 
without loss of old-age or survivors insurance benefits. Ways and 
Means 

DOLLINGER (D N.Y.) HR 2933 2/12/53. Provide that individual wh 
is entitled to monthly insurance benefit under title IIT of Social Se- 
curity Act shall not be deprived of benefit because of work perform 
ed by him or by the person on whose wage record that benefit is 
based. Ways and Means 

FINO (R_ N.Y.) HR 2945 2/12/53. Amend title Il of Social Security 
Act to provide monthly insurance benefits for dependent brothers 
and sisters and other dependent relatives of deceased individuals 
who were fuily insured under such title. Ways and Means 

FORAND (D R.I.) HR 3068. 2/16/53. Amend title Il of Social Security 
Act to increase amount of wife's, husband's. widow's 

Ways and Means 

Similar to BENNETT (R Mich.) 


widower's 
parent's, and mother’s benefits 

KNOX (R Mich.) HR 3061 2/16/53 
HR 30548 

LeCOMPTE (R Iowa) HR 2961 2/12 53. Repeal those provisions of 
the Railroad Retirement Act of 1937 which reduce amount of rail- 
road annuity or pension where individual or his spouse is entitled t 
certain insurance benefits under Social Security Act. Commerce 

PRICE (D Ill.) HR 3093 2/16/53. Amend Social Security Act to pr 
vide that for purpose of old age and survivors insurance benefits, 
retirement age shall be 60 year Ways and Means. 

VAN ZANDT (R Pa.) HR 3103 2/16/53. Similar to DAGUE (R Pa.), 
HR 2935. 

VAN ZANDT (R Pa.) HR 3104 .2/16/53. Amend Railroad Retirement 
Act of 1937 by reducing age requirement for a widow's insurance 
annuity from 65 to 60, Commerce 

VAN ZANDT (R Pa.) HR 3105.... 2/16/53. Provide pay-as-you-go fed 
eral social security for all: provide every adult citizen in U.S. with 
equal basic social security payments, retirement benefits at 60 
also covering total disability and protection for widows with child- 
ren. Ways and Means, 

WHARTON (R N.Y.) HR 3106 2/16/53 
tions contained in sec 


Provide that income limita 
203 of Social Security Act shall not apply dur 
ing remainder of present national emergency. Ways and Means 


HOUSING 


DOLLINGER (D N.Y.) HR 2934 2/12/53 
Act of 1947. Banking and Currency 

RAINS (D Ala.) HR 3096.....2/16/53. Assure an equity investment by 
mortgagors in military housing assisted under title VITI of Nationa! 
Housing Act. Banking and Currency 


Amend Housing and Rent 


Foreign Policy 
IMMIGRATION & NATURALIZATION 


*HENDRICKSON (RN.J.), Smith (R N.J.), Ferguson (R Mich.) 
Express sense 


S Res 71 

of Senate that the campaign being con- 
ducted by Soviet Union and its satellite states against the members 
of the Jewish faith deserves strongest condemnation. Foreign Re- 
lations. 

JACKSON (D Wash.) S 952.....2/16/53. Amend sec. 21? (d) (7) of Immi- 
gration and Nationality Act. Judiciary 

LANGER (RN.D.) S Res 68.....2/13/53. Extend authority to investigate 
problems connected with emigration of refugees from western Euro- 
pean nations. Judiciary. 

*MURRAY (D Mont.), Chavez (D N.M.), Hill (D Ala.), Kilgore (D W.Va.) 
Morse (I Ore.), McCarthy (R Wis.), Thye (R Minn.), Douglas (D I/1.) 
Gillette (D Iowa), Humphrey (D Minn.), Kefauver (D Tenn.), Lehman 
(D N.Y.), Pastore (D R.I,), Cooper (R Ky.), Jackson (D Wash.), Ken 
nedy (D Mass.), Mansfield (D Mont.), Purtell (R Conn.), Ives (R N.Y,), 
Hendrickson (R N.J.), Neely (D W.Va.), Bush (R Conn.) S Res 70 

..2/16/53. Express sense of shock of Senate at reports concerning 
persecution of the Jewish people and revival of anti-Semitism in 
U.S.S.R. Foreign Relations 





Permit in certain cases 


HR 2952 2/12/53 
vho are to be adopted in U.S, to 


H OLIFIELD (D Cali:.) 
children under 10 years of aye 
enter U.S. as nonquota immigrants. Judiciary 

HOLIFIE LD (D Calif.) HR 2953.. ..2/12/53. Provide for expeditious 
naturalization of former citizens of '.S. who have lost U.S. citizen 
ship by voting tn a political election or plebiscite held in occupied 
Japan. Judiciary 

KLEIN (D N.Y.) HR 2959 2/12/53 
ality act. Judiciary 

WALTER (D Pa.) HR 2991 2/12/53. Provide emergency relief for 
certain natives of Netherlands by relaxing immigration quotas 


Repeal immigration and nation- 


Judiciary 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


BOLTON (R Ohio) H Con Res 61 2/12/53. Express sympathy for 
peoples of Netherlands, Great Britain and Belgium in recent flood 
and storm disaster. Foreign Affairs 

COLE (R N.Y.) HR 3066 2/16/53. Provide naval assistance to Re- 
public of China in augmentation of a naval establishment. Armed 
Services. 

DOLLINGER (D N.Y.) H Res 139 2/12/53. Express disapproval of 
House of Representatives re recent campaign of racial and religious 
persecution conducted by Government of U.S.S.R. Judiciary. 

KELLY (D N.Y.) H Con Res 65 2/16/53. Express sense of Congress 
re recent wave of anti-Semitism in Soviet Union and in persecution 
of Roman Catholics behind Iron Curtain. Foreign Affairs 

LANE (D Mass.) H Con Res 66 2/16/53. Expre n Congre 
re certain secret agreements. Foreign Affairs 

RODINO (D N.J.) H Con Res 67 2/16/53. Express disapproval and 
condemnation of Congress of recent arrest and detention on spurious 
charges of nine eminent physicians by Government of U.S.S.R and of 
all similar instances of political and religious persecution by such 

Foreign Affairs 


Sen St 


government 


Labor 


LEHMAN (D N.Y.) (by request) S 920 13/53. Amend Fair Labor 


Standards Act of 1938. Labor 


CONDON (D Calif.) HR 3067 2/16/53. Amend Labor-Management 
Relations Act, 1947. Labor 

FINE (D N.Y.) HR 2938 2/12/53. Amend Fair Labor Standards Act 
of 1938 to establish a $1.25 minimum hourly wage. Labor 

LUCAS (D Tex.) HR 3055. 2/16/53. Amend National Labor Relations 


Act. Labor 


Military and Veterans 


ADMINISTRATION --STATE DE PARTMENT 


GILLETTE (D Iowa) S Res 67... .2/13/53 
ssel for the late Eugene Ely of Davenport, lowa 


Provide for the naming of a 
naval ve Armed 
Services 
*HUNT (D Wyo.) 
treatment ac 
with that accorded to commissioned officers of 
Army Medical Service. Armed Services 

JACKSON (D Wash.) S 951 2/16/53. Provide for relief of city of 
Kirkland, Wash. Judiciary 

JOHNSON (D Colo.) S 895 2/13/53. Amend Career Compensation Act 
f 1949 to extend to certain members of armed forces who were 
placed on retired list in advanced rank the same credit, for foreign 


Hendrickson (R N.J.) 


sioned officers 


S$ 932.....2/16/53. Equalize 
of Veterinary Corp 
ther corps of the 


orded to commi 


service performed prior to 1913, which is accorded to other mem 
bers not so advanced in rank on retired list. Armed Services 

JOHNSON (D Colo.) S 896....2/13/53. Provide for promotion of certain 
retired officers of Regular Navy recalled to active duty during 
World War Il. Armed Services 

JOHNSON (D Colo.) S 897.....2/13/53 
tion for terminal-leave pay under 
Armed Services 

MARTIN (R Pa.) S 934.....2/16/53. Provide an identical basis for award 
of death pension to widows and children Finance 

MARTIN (R Pa.) S 935.....2/16/53. Increase certain disability pension 

Finance 


Extend time for making applica 
Armed Forces Leave Act of 1946 


awards, 


BAILEY (D W.Va.) HR 2916.....2/12/53. Authorize retirement of non 
regular officers of Army and Air Force having more than 30 years 
active federal service under same conditions presently provided for 
such officers having less than 30 years service. Armed Services 

GAVIN (R Pa.) HR 3072 2/16/53. Authorize use of certificates by 
officers of armed forces in connection with certain pay and allow 
ance accounts of military and civilian personnel. Armed Services 

HYDE (R Md.) HR 3077.....2/16/53. Advance officers and enlisted men 
on retired lists of armed forces to highest grade for which they 
satisfactorily performed the duties in time of war. Armed Service 


REED (R Ill.) HR 2977 2/12/53. Further amend act to provide for 
settlement of claims for damage to, or loss or destruction of, prop 
erty or personal injury or death caused by military personnel or 
civilian employees of War Department or of Army by removing 
certain limitations on nature of personal injury and death claims 


Judiciary. 
DE FENSE 


Authorize training of an adequate 


JOHNSON (D Colo.) S 909 2/13/53 
Com 


backlog of airmen to meet civil and military needs of U.S 


merce 


JONAS (R Ill.) H Res 141 2/16/53. Creete a select committee to in 
vestigate the operation and administ: m of Selective Service Act 
of 1948 as amended by UMT Act particularly re induction of physi 
cally defective persons, Rules 

JUDD (R Minn.) HR 2955.....2/12/53. Provide that in determining order 
of priority for registering and inducting doctors and dentists under 
Selective Service Act of 1948, credit shall be given for all period: 
of active duty in armed forces, during World War Tl, Armed Ser 
vices. 

TEAGUE (D Tex.) HR 2987 2/12/53 
discipline of National Security Training Corps 


Provide for administration and 
Armed Services 


VETERANS 


JOHNSON (D Colo.) S 899 2/13/53. Extend pension benefits under laws 
re-enacted by P.L. 269, 74th Congress, Aug. 13, 1935, to certain 
persons who served with U.S. military or naval forces engaged in 
hostilities in Moro Province, including Mindanao, or in islands of 
Samar, Leyte, or Philippines after July 4, 1902 and prior to Jan. 1, 
1914, and to unremarried widows, child or children. Finance 


FRE LINGHUYSEN (R N.J.) HR 3070 2/16/53. Amend Veterans Regu 
lation No. 1 (a) to provide that amyotrophic lateral sclerosis devel- 
oping a 10 per cent degree of disability or more within 2 years after 
separation from active service shall be presumed to be service 
connected. Veterans 

KELLY (D N.Y) H Res 140 2/12/53 
investigate and study medical and hospital facilities and related ac 
tivities of VA. Rules 

LANE (D Mass.) (by request), HR 3082 2/16/53 
certain veterans of World War I over 70 years of age 
limitations restricting their right to receive nonservice disability 
pensions. Veterans’ 

RAINS (D Ala.) HR 3052 2/16/53. Expand and extend to June 30, 1955 
the direct home and farmhouse loan authority of Administrator of 
Veterans’ Affairs under title III of Servicemen's Readjustment Act 
of 1944, to make additional funds available. Veterans’ 

ROGERS (R Mass.) (by request) HR 2978....2/12/53, Postpone reduction 
of education and training allowances to on-farm trainee. under Vet 
erans Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952 for 12 months to allow 
for completion of first crop year or animal cycle. Veterans’ 

ROGERS (R Mass.) (by request) HR 2979 2/12/53. Provide for fur 
ther opportunity for veterans of World War II who were in active 
service of U.S. on delimiting date for initiating a course of educa 
tion or training under Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944 and 
who had not initiated a course prior to said date, to initiate such 
course, Veterans’ 

ROGERS (R Mass.) (by request) HR 2980 2/12/53. Amend act to es 
tablish Department of Medicine and Surgery in Veterans Adminis 
tration to provide for use of qualified optometrists for out-patient 


Create a select committee to 


Exempt in case of 
the income 


eye care. Veterans’ 

SECREST (D Ohio) HR 2984 2/12/53. Prohibit reduction of any rat 
ing of total disability or permanent total disability for compensation, 
pension or insurance purposes which has been in effect for 20 or 

more years. Veterans’ 


Miscellaneous and Administrative 


LANGER (RN.D.) SJ Res 41 2/13/53, Authorize issuance of special 
series of stamps commemorative of late Dr. Daniel David Palmer 
of Lowa, founder of chiropractic. Civil Service 

McCARRAN (D Nev.) SJ Res 42 2/13/53. Provide for proper partici- 
pation by U.S. government in a national celebration of 50th anniver 
sary of controlled powered flight occurring during year from Dec 
17, 1952 to Dee. 17, 1953. Judiciary 


ANGELL (R Ore.) HR 3056 2/16/53. Provide for issuance of special 
postage stamp in honor of 300th anniversary of the ‘‘Compleat 
Angler,’’ by Walton. Civil Service 

HOLMES (R Wash.) H Con Res 64....2/16/53. Authorize Washington 
State Whitman Statue Committee to place temporarily, in rotunda of 
Capitol a statue of late Dr. Marcus Whitman. Administration 
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RODINO (D N.J.) UJ Res 188.....2/16/53. Designate 3rd day of Febru- 
ary in each year as Dorchester Day. Judiciary. 

VAN ZANDT (R Pa.) HR 2990.....2/12/53. Amend act which incorpor - 
ated Veterans of Foreign Wars of U.S. Judiciary. 

YOUNGER (R Calif.) HR 2996.....2/12/53. Make the 12th day of Febru- 
ary in each year a legal holiday to be known as Lincoln's Birthday. 
Judiciary 


CONGRESS 


LEHMAN (D N.Y.) S Con Res 13.....2/13/53. Amend Senate and House 
rules requiring bills amending or repealing statutory provisions to 
show changes in existing law. Rules. 

McCARRAN (D Nev.) S 960.....2/16/53. Amend 18 U.S.C. 1505, 3486, 
re Congressional investigations. Judiciary 

MONRONEY (D Okla.) S Con Res 14.....2/13/53 
ities for Members of Congress. Rules. 


Provide chape! facil- 


HALLECK (R Ind.) HR 3073 2/16/53. Amend Civil Service Retire - 
ment Act of May 29, 1930 re survivorship benefits granted to Mem- 
bers of Congress. Civil Service. 

HAYS (D Ark.) H Con Res 60.....2/12/53. Provide chapel facilities for 
members of Congress. Administration 

CONSTITUTION -- CIVIL RIGHTS 

BUTLER (R Md.) SJ Res 44.....2/16/53. Propose amendment to Con- 
stitution of U.S. re composition of Supreme Court. Judiciary. 

WATKINS (R Utah) SJ Res 43.....2/16/53. Propose amendment to Con- 
stitution of U.S. re legal effect of certain treaties. Judiciary 


BARRETT (D Pa.) HJ Res 186.....2/16/53. Propose amendment to 
Constitution of U.S. re equal rights for men and women, Judiciary 

FINE (D N.Y.) HR 2940 2/12/53. Provide better assurance of pro- 
tection of U.S, citizens and others within several states from mob 
violence and lynching. Judiciary. 

REED (RN.Y.) HJ Res 185 2/12/53. 
ment to Constitution. Judiciary, 

SCUDDER (R Calif.) HJ Res 189.....2/16/53. Propose amendment to 
Constitution of U.S, providing for 4-year term for Members of 
House of Representatives. Judiciary. 


Propose equal rights amend - 


CRIME, COURTS, & PRISONS 


ARRAN (D Nev.) S 959 2/16/53. Provide for jury commission 


for each U.S, district court, regulate its compensation and prescribe 


its duties. Judiciary. 

"ARRAN (D Nev.) S 961....2/16/53. Establish uniform qualifications 

for jurors in federal courts. Judiciary. 
‘CARRAN (D Nev.) (by request) S 962.....2/16/53 

2151 re sabotage. Judiciary. 

*ARRAN (D Nev.) S 965.....2/16/53. Authorize Supreme Court of 
U.S, to make and publish rules for procedure on review of decision: 
of Tax Court of U.S, Judiciary. 

*SMITH (R N.J.), Hendrickson (R_N.J.) S 928.....2/16/53. Provide for 
appointment of an additional district judge for district of New Jersey 

Judiciary. 


Amend 18 U.S.C. 


DEANE (D N.C.) HR 2931.....2/12/53. Amend 18 U.S.C, to extend from 
3 to 5 years period of limitations applicable to embezzlement, theft, 
fraud, robbery and burglary. Judiciary. 

HYDE (R Md.) HR 3076 2/16/53. Require written opinions in all 
cases decided by U.S. courts of appeals. Judiciary. 

JENKINS (R Ohio) HR 3078.....2/16/53. Make provisions re venue of 
actions for violations of act to assist states in collecting sales and 
use taxes on cigarettes. Ways and Means. 

LANTAFF (D Fla.) HR 2960.....2/12/53. Divide State of Florida into 
three judicial districts defining the territory embraced in each and 
fixing time of holding terms of court therein. Judiciary 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


BEALL (R Md.) S 879.....2/13/53. Amend sec. 12 of chapt. V of act of 
June 19, 1934, to regulate business of life insurance in D.C, D.C. 

*BEALL (R Md.), Butler (R Md.) S 880.....2/13/53. Amend license law 
of D.C. D.C. 

JOHNSON (D Colo.) S 922.....2/13/53. Provide for a commission to 
regulate public transportation of passengers by motor vehicle and 
street railroad within metropolitan area of Washington, D.C. 
Commerce. 

NEELY (D W.Va.) S 885.....2/13/53. Prohibit acceptance of certain 
offices or employment by persons who within 2 years have served 
as members of certain regulatory agencies of D.C. D.C. 
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HALE (R Maine) H J Res 187.....2/16/53. Authorize erection of mem- 
orial to Sarah Louisa Rittenhouse in Montrose Park, D.C. Admin- 
istration. 

McMILLAN (D S.C.) HR 3087.....2/16/53. Authorize Board of Com- 
missioners of D.C. to permit certain improvements to two business 
properties situated in D.C. D.C. 

O’HARA (R Minn.) (by request) HR 2969.....1/12/53. Authorize Com- 
missioners of D.C, to sell certain property in Prince Georges 
County, Md., acquired as site for National Training School for 
Girls. D.C 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS 


*BYRD (D Va.), Bricker (R Ohio), Ferguson (R Mich.), Robertson (D 
Va.), Williams (R Del.) S 892.....2/13/53. Dissolve RFC and 
transfer certain of its functions re national defense to other agen- 
cies of government, and amend sec. 13b of Federa! Reserve Act 
Banking and Currency. 

JOHNSON (D Colo.) S 904 2/13/53. Standardize rates on household 
goods shipped by U.S. government for its employees. Commerce. 

JOHNSTON (D S.C.) S$ 919 2/13/53. Amend Civil Service Retirement 
Act of May 29, 1930 to extend annuity benefits to employees at age 
50 involuntarily separated from the service after having rendered 
at least 20 years of service. Civil Service. 


BENNETT (D Fla.) HR 3057 2/16/53. Prohibit employment by gov- 
ernment of U.S. of persons who are disloyal or who believe in right 
to strike against government of U.S. Civil Service. 

BERRY (RS.D.) HR 2919.....2/12/53. Amend title III of Act of March 3, 
1933 to insure that preference will be given in acquisition of wool 
and wool products by federal government, to wool produced and 
wool products manufactured within the U.S. Public Works. 

BERRY (RS.D.) HR 3062.....2/16/53. Amend sec. 3841 of Revised 
Statutes re schedules of arrival and departure of mail, and repea! 
certain obsolete laws re postal service. Civil Service. 

BUSBEY (R Ill.) HJ Re: 2/12/53. Establish Commission to 
study government competition with private taxpaying enterprise. 
Government Operations 

COLE (R Mo.) HR 3063.....2/16/53. Indemnify drivers of motor vehic 
les of postal service against liability for damages arising out of 
operation of such vehicles in performance of official duties. Judi- 
ciary. 

COLE (R Mo.) HR 3064.....2/16/53. Increase equipment allowance pay 
able to rural carriers. Civil Service 

FINE (D N.Y.) HR 2942,....2/12/53. Provide for free postage for mem 
bers of armed forces of U.S. Civil Service 

FINE (D N.Y.) HR 2943.....2/12/53. Rescind order of Postmaster Gen- 
eral curtailing certain postal services. Civil Service 

FORAND (D R.1.) HR 3069.....2/16/53. Amend Civil Service Retirement 
Act of May 29, 1930 to extend annuity benefits to employees, at age 
50, involuntarily separated from the service after ha\inc rendered 
at least 20 vears of service. Civil Service. 

KING (D Calif.) HR 3080 2/16/53. Amend sec. 3115 of Revised 
Statutes of U.S. Ways and Means. 

McCORMACK (D Mass.) HR 2962.....2/12/53. Provide free postage 
for first-class mail matter sent by or to members o! armed forces 
of U.S. serving in foreign territory. Civil Service 

MULTER (D N.Y.) HR 3088.....2/16/53. Similar to McCORMACK (D 
Mass.), HR 2962. 

O'BRIEN (D Mich.) HR 2968. 2/12/53. Reclassify supervisory em 
ployees in field service of Post Office Dept. into step-rate grades 
comparable with those for other postal employees and employees in 
other federal services, and to adjust inequities. Civil Service. 

O'BRIEN (D Mich.) HR 3089.....2/16/53. Adjust salaries of postmaster 
supervisors and employees in field service of Post Office Depart - 
ment. Civil Service. 

STEED (D Okla.) HR 2985.....2/12/53. Expedite replacement of lost 
keys to post-office lock boxes and drawers. Civil Service. 

WITHROW (R Wis.) HR 2993.....2/12/53. Regulate hours of service, 
compensatory time, and overtime in field service of Post Office 
department. Civil Service. 

WITHROW (R Wis.) HR 2994.....2/12/53. Provide for temporary pr 
motions in field service of Post Office Department to cover extend 
ed absences of 30 days or more. Civil Service. 


INDIAN & TERRITORIAL AFFAIRS 


CASE (RS.D.) S 963 2/16/53. Provide for payment of more adequate 
compensation to Indians of Pine Ridge Reservation for land taken 
from them by U.S. in 1942 for military purposes. Interior. 

JOHNSON (D Cole.) S 902.....2/13/53. Authorize purchase of land and 
improvements in Gunnison County, Colo., to facilitate research into 
range improvement and range -land management in Rocky Mountain 
area. Interior. 

McCARRAN (D Nev.) S 957.....2/16/53. Repeal act which withdrew cer- 
tain public lands of U.S. in State of California from settlement 
Interior. 





McCARRAN (D Nev.) S 958.....2/16/53. Cancel authority under act of 
June 23, 1936 for conveyance of certain lands owned by U.S. to City 
of Los Angeles, Calif. Interior. 


BERRY (R S.D.) HR 3060.....2/16/53. Provide for payment of more 
adequate compensation to Indians of Pine Ridge Reservation for land 
taken from them by U.S. in 1942 for military purposes. Interior. 

ENGLE (D Calif.) HR 2936.....2/12/53. Authorize Interior Secretary to 
convey certain lands to State of California for use as a fair-ground 
by 10-A District Agricultural Assn., Calif. Interior. 

HOFFMAN (R Mich.) HR 3075.....2/16/53. Authorize city of St. Joseph, 
Mich., to use certain property conveyed to it by U.S. as a public 
parking lot. Merchant Marine. 

PATTEN (D Ariz.) HR 3090 2/16/53. Author ze purchase of certain 
lands and interests in lands for irrigation purposes. Interior. 

PHILLIPS (R Calif.) HR 2974......2/12/53. Add to revised roll of In- 
dians of California certain Indians who made application for enrol!- 
ment within time fixed by law. Interior. 

PHILLIPS (R Calif.) HR 2976.....2/12/53. Authorize leasing of restrict- 
ed Indian lands in State of California for public, religious, educa - 
tional, recreational, residential and business purposes, requiring 
grant of long term leases. Interior. 

SAYLOR (R Pa.) HR 2981 2/12/53. Enable people of Hawaii to form 
a constitution and state government and to be admitted into union on 
equal footing with the origina! states. Interior. 

SAYLOR (R Pa.) HR 2982 2/12/53. Provide for admission of Alaska 
into the Union. Interior. 

TOLLE FSON (R Wash.) HR 2988.....2/12/53. 
Kirkland, Wash. Judiciary. 


Provide relief for city of 


Taxes and Economic Policy 


BUSINESS, BANKING & COMMERCE 


JOHNSON (D Colo.) S 903.....2/13/53. Prohibit transportation in inter - 
state or foreign commerce of lethal munitions except when move - 
ment is arranged for, or on behalf of U.S. or an instrumentality 
thereof. Commerce. 

JOHNSON (D Colo.) S 905 13/53. Authorize Interstate Commerce 
Commission to revoke or amend under certain conditions water 
carrier certificates and permits. Commerce. 

JOHNSON (D Colo.) S 906.....2/13/53. Establish finality of contract 
between government and common carriers of passengers and freight 
subject to Interstate Commerce Act. Commerce 

JOHNSON (D Colo.) S$ 907.....2/13/53. Amend Interstate Commerce Act 
by requiring Interstate Commerce Commission to consider in stock 
modification plans, the assents of controlled or controlling stock - 
holders. Commerce. 

JOHNSON (D Colo.) S 908 2/13/53. 
from air-mail pay. Commerce. 

TOBE Y (RN.H.) (by request) S 925 2/13/53. Amend Interstate Com- 
merce Act to prohibit ICC from regulating the duration of certain 
leases for use of equipment by motor carriers and amount of com- 
pensation to be paid for such use. Commerce. 


Provide for separation of subsidy 


BAILEY (D W.Va.) HR 2917....2/12/53. Establish quota limitations on 
imports of foreign residual fuel oil. Ways and Means. 

BAKER (R Tenn.) HR 2918.....2/12/53. Similar to BAILEY (D W.Va.), 
HR 2917 

BERRY (R S.D.}) HR 3061 2/16/53 
HR 2917. 

BISHOP (R Ill.) HR 2922.....2/12/53 
HR 2917. 

BYRD (D W.Va.) HR 2924 
HR 2917. 

CARRIGG (R Pa.) HR 2927.. 
HR 2917. 

CELLER (D N.Y.) HR 2928.....2/12/53. Amend Federa! Deposit Insur 
ance Act to provide safeguards against mergers and consolidations 
of banks which may adversely affect competition or unduly tend to 
create a monopoly in field of banking. Banking and Currency. 

DINGELL (D Mich.) HR 2932.....2/12/53. Provide for an independent 
Consumers Council to represent the consuming public before gov- 
ernment agencies. Judiciary. 

FINE (D N.Y.) HR 2939.....2/12/53. Establish in Department of Com- 
merce a Consumers’ Advisory Bureau. Commerce. 

FINE (D N.Y.) H Con Res 62.....2/12/53. Establish joint committee on 
consumers. Rules. 

GOLDEN (R Ky.) HR 2947.....2/12/53. Similar to BAILEY (D W.Va.), 
HR 2917 

GROSS (R lowa) HR 2949.....2/12/53. Amend Export Control Act of 
1949 to provide for import controls and modify provisions re export 
controls for protection of American agriculture, labor and industry 
Banking and Currency. 


Similar to BAILEY (D W.Va.), 
Similar to BAILEY (D W.Va.) 
2/12/53. Similar to BAILEY (D W.Va.), 


.2/12/53. Similar to BAILEY (D W.Va.), 


HAGEN (D Calif.) HR 2950 2/12/53. Amend Federal Airport Act to 
extend time during which requests may be made for reimbursement 
for damages to public airports resulting from military operations 
Commerce, 

HAYS (D Ohio) HR 2951.....2/12/53. Similar to BAILEY (D W.Va.), 

HR 2917. 

JONAS (RIL) H Res 142.....2/16/53. Authorize Judiciary Committee 
to investigate and study business practices of manufacturers and 
repairers of hearing aids and similar devices. Rules 

KEE (D W.Va.) HR 2957 2/12/53. Similar to BAILEY (D W.Va.) 

HR 2917 

MOLLOHAN (R W.Va.) HR 2967 2/12/53 
W.Va.), HR 2917 

MORGAN (D Pa.) HR 2966 2/12/53 
HR 2917 

O'HARA (R Minn.) (by request) HR 2970 2/12/53. Amend Interstate 
Commerce Act to expedite and facilitate termination of railroad 
reorganization proceedings under sec. 77 of Bankruptcy Act and 
provide for ICC to consider in stock modification plans assents of 
controlled or controlling stockholders, Commerce 

PERKINS (D Ky.) HR 2973.....2/12/53. Similar to BAILEY (D W.Va.), 
HR 2917. 

PRICE (D Till.) HR 3092 
HR 2917. 

PRICE (D Ill.) HR 3095.....2/16/53. Amend sec. 25 of Interstate Com 
merce Act to require certain common carriers by railroad to in 
stall and maintain communication systems to promote safety of 
employees and travellers on railroads, Commerce, 

SAYLOR (R Pa.) HR 2983 2/12/53. Similar to BAILEY (D W.Va.) 
HR 2917 

STAGGERS (D W.Va.) HF 3098......2/16/53 
W.Va.), HR 2917 


Similar to BAILEY (D 


Similar to BAILEY (D W Va), 


2/16/53. Similar to BAILEY (D W.Va.), 


Similar to BAILEY (D 


NATURAL RESOURCES 


GRAHAM (R Pa.) HR 2948 2/12/53. Confirm and establish titles of 
states to lands beneath navigable waters within state boundaries and 

and waters and provide for 
use and contro! of said lands and resources. Judiciary 

YOUNGER (R Calif.) HR 2995 2/12/53. Similar to GRAHAM (R 
Pa.), HR 2948 


to natural resources within such land 


PUBLIC WORKS & RECLAMATION 


BARRETT (R Wyo.) S 887 2/13/53. Permit exchange and amend 
ment of farm units on federal irrigation projects. Interior 

JOHNSON (D Colo.) S 901 2/13/53. Grant former owners a prefer 
ence re purchase of certain real property acquired under reclama 
tion laws and no longer needed for purpose for which it was ac 
quired. Government Operation 

*MILLIKIN (R Colo.), Johnson (D Colo.) S 964 2/16/53. Authorize 
construction, operation and maintenance by Secretary of Interior of 
Fryingpan-Arkansas project, Colo. Interior 


BERRY (RS.D.) HR 2921 2/12/53 
land and recreational resources of reclamation projects in or ad 
jacent to national forests of South Dakota. Interior 

JONES (D Mo.) HR 2954.....2/12/53. Amend sec. 7 of Flood Control Act 
of 1941 re apportionment of moneys received on account of leasing 
of lands acquired by U.S, for flood-control purposes. Public Work 

KING (D Calif.) HR 3054 2/16/53, Authorize improvement of East 
Basin, Los Angeles-Long Beach Harbor, Calif. Public Work 

LONG (D La.) HR 3083 2/16/53. Provide for preliminary examina 
tion and survey of means of diverting water from Red River to Gulf 
f Mexico for flood control, Public Works 

LYLE (D Tex.) HR 3084 2/16/53 
works for navigation in Corpus Christi Bay area, Texas 
Works. 

McDONOUGH (R Calif.) HR 308 2/16/53 
HR 3054 

PATTEN (D Ariz.) HR 2971 2/12/53 
ation and maintenance of a dam and incidental worys 
of Colorado River at Bridge Canyon together with ¢ 
ant dams and canals. Interior 

PATTEN (D Ariz.) HR 2972 2/12/53 
U.S. and Mexico for joint operation and maintenance by Internaiional 
Boundary and Water Commission, U.S. and Mexico, of Nogales san 
itation project. Foreign Affairs 

PERKINS (D Ky.) HR 3091 2/16/53 
Rivers and Harbors to review report 
tributaries. Public Works 

THOMPSON (D La.) HR 3100,....2/16/53 
tion and appropriation for purpose of erecting in Lake Charles, La 
a post office and courthouse building. Public Works 


Facilitate management of certain 


Authorize maintenance of certain 
Public 


Similar to KING (D Calif.) 
Authorize construction, oper 
in main stream 


ertain appurten 


Authorize agreement between 


Direct Board of Engineers for 
m Kentucky River and its 


Make emergency authoriza 
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TAXES & TARIFFS 


“BARRETT (R Wyo.) (for MUNDT (R S.D.) 
sec. 303 of Tariff Act of 1930. Finance. 

JOHNSON (D Colo.) S 898.....2/13/53. Grant additional income tax ex- 
emptions and deductions to taxpayers who are permanently disabled 
and allow additional income tax exemptions to taxpayers supporting 
dependents who are permanently disabled, Finance, 

“JOHNSON (D Colo.), Millikin (R Colo.) S 921.....2/13/53. Amend defi- 
nition of a dependent for income tax purposes. Finance, 


S 888..,..2/13/53. Amend 


ABBITT (D Va.) HR 2965.....2/12/53. Allow percentage depletion of 15 
per cent for kyanite mines and deposits. Ways and Means. 

ALLEN (R Calif.) HR 2915.,...2/12/53. Amend certain sections of 
chapt. 21 of Internal Revenue Code. Ways and Means 

BERRY (R S.D.) HR 2920.....2/12/53. Amend section 303 of Tariff Act 
of 1930. Ways and Means 

FINE (D N.Y.) HR 2937.....2/12/53 
in case of retirement annuities 

FINE (D N.Y.) HR 2941.....2/12/53 
exemption to certain physically handicapped individuals. 
Means 

FINE (D NY.) 


Grant exemption from income tax 
and pensions, Ways and Means. 

Provide for additional income tax 
Ways and 


HR 2944.....2/12/53, Provide income tax exemptions for 
members of armed forces serving outside U.S, Ways and Means. 

FORAND (D R.1.) HR 2946.....2/12/53. Amend sec. 2402 (2) of Internal 
Revenue Code. Ways and Means 

FRE LINGHUYSEN (RN.J.) HR 3071.....2/16/53. Amend sec. 112 (b) 

(7) of Internal Revenue Code re making and filing of elections. Ways 
and Means. 

HAYS (D Ark.) HR 3074 2/16/53. Provide that tax on admission 
shall not apply in case of admissions all proceeds of which inure 
exclusively to benefit of Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Camp Fire Girls 
or Similar organizations. Ways and Means. 

KEAN (R'N.J.) HR 2956.....2/12/53. Provide that amounts which do not 
exceed 51 cents shall be exempt from the tax imposed upon amounts 
paid for the transportation of persons. Ways and Means. 

KING (D Calif.) HR 2958.....2/12/53. Amend Internal Revenue Code to 
provide that individuals may deduct from gross income expenses 
paid or incurred for transportation to and from work. Ways and 
Means. 

KING (D Calif.) HR 3079.....2/16/53, 
permit taxpayer to deduct as a busines 
care for children under 14 years of age if such care is for purpose 
of enabling taxpayer to be gainfully employed. Ways and Means 

MASON (R Ill.) HR 2963.....2/12/53. Repeal certain miscellaneous 
excise taxes, Ways and Means 

MILLS (D Ark.) HR 2964.....2/12/53. Similar to ABBITT (D Va.), 

HR 2965. 

PHILLIPS (R Calif.) 
HR 3074. 

SIMPSON (R Pa.) HR 3099 .2/16/53. Encourage equity investments 
through extension of tax incentives. Ways and Means 

TEAGUE (D Tex.) HR 2986.,...2/12/53. Allow a taxpayer to deduct for 
income tax purposes amounts paid for care of dependents while 
taxpayer is employed. Ways and Means, 

UTT (R Calif.) HR 2989,....2/12/53. Similar to HAYS (D Ark.), HR 
3074. 

UTT (R Calif.) HR 3101 2/16 ‘53. Amend Internal Revenue 
provide an additional month within which income tax returns may 
be filed. Ways and Means. 

UTT (R Calif.) HR 3102......2/16/53. Amend sec, 122 of Internal Rev- 
enue Code to provide in case of certain fiscal-year taxpayers, that 
so much of a net operating loss as is properly allocable to 1948 
may be carried over to the third succeeding taxable year. Ways 
and Means. 

WARBURTON (R Del.) HR 2992.....2/12/53. Grant additional income - 
tax exemptions to taxpayers supporting blind or aged dependents 
Ways and Means. 


Amend Internal Revenue Code to 
3S expense cost of providing 


HR 2975 2/12/53. Similar to HAYS (D Ark.), 


Code to 


Bills Acted On 


Feb. 11 - Feb. 17 


EXPLANATORY NOTE: Bills and resolutions which have been approved 
and reported by committees to the floor of either house, or have been 
passed by either house, are listed below in numerical order, Summary 
gives, in order listed, number of bill, description, sponsor, nature and 
date of action. Voice vote unless otherwise indicated. 


Simple resolutions (S Res or H Res) are completed when adopted 
by the chamber in which they originate. They do not become law. 


Concurrent resolutions (S Con Res or H Con Res) are completed 
when adopted by both houses. They do not become law. 
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Joint resolutions (S J Res or HJ Res) and bills (S or HR) must be 
passed by both houses and are then sent to the President. They become 
law when signed by the President, or become law without his signature 
after ten days, unless he vetoes. 


Senate Bills and Resolutions 
FLOOR ACTION IN EITHER HOUSE 


S Con Res 12, Express sympathy of U.S. Congress and people for the 
peoples of the Netherlands, Great Britain, and Belgium in the recent 
flood and storm disaster. WILEY (R Wis.). Senate adopted Feb. 

10. House adopted Feb. 12. 


COMMITTEE ACTION IN EITHER HOUSE 


S 11. Amend title 18 of U.S. Code re mailing of obscene matter. 
McCARRAN (D Nev.). Senate Judiciary reported Feb. 16. 

S 35. Amend Federal Airport Act to extend time during which requests 
may be made for reimbursement for damages to public airports 
resulting from military operations. McCARRAN (D Nev.). Senate 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce reported Feb. 13. 

S Res 44. Extend authority for investigation re effectiveness of foreign 
information programs, WILEY (R Wis.) and FULBRIGHT (D Ark.). 
Senate Foreign Relations reported Jan, 29. Referred to Senate 
ttules and Administration Jan. 29. Senate Rules and Administration 
reported Feb. 16. 

S Res 45. Extend authority of Interior and Insular Affairs Committee 
to investigate fuel reserves and formulation of a U.S, fuel policy 
BUTLER (R Neb.). Senate Interior and Insular Affairs reported 
Jan, 29. Referred to Senate Rules and Administration Jan. 29 
Senate Rules and Administration reported Feb. 16 

S Res 49. Investigate certain matters respecting postal rates and char- 
ges in handling mall matter. CARLSON (R Kan.) and JOHNSTON 
(D S.C.). Senate Post Office and Civil Service reported Feb. 16. 
Referred to Senate Rules and Administration Feb. 16. 

S Res 56, Extend until Feb. 1, 1953, authority of Government Opera - 
tions Committee to make expenditures and hire personnel. SMITH 
(R Maine), Senate Government Operations reported Jan. 29. Re- 
ferred to Senate Rules and Administration Jan. 29. Senate Rules 
and Administration reported Feb. 16, authorizing expenditure of 
$10,400. 

S Res 62. Authorize Judiciary Committee to conduct investigation of 
national penitentiaries, and authorize expenditure of $5,000. 
LANGER (RN.D.). Senate Judiciary reported Feb. 4. Referred to 
Senate Rules and Administration Feb. 4. Senate Rules and Admin 
istration reported Feb. 16. 

S Res 68. Extend authority of Judiciary Committee to investigate prob- 
lems connected with emigration of refugees from Western European 
nations. LANGER (RN.D.). Senate Judiciary reported Feb. 16. 
Referred to Senate Rules and Administration Feb. 16. 


House Bills and Resolutions 
COMMITTEE ACTION IN EITHER HOUSE 


HR 1. Reduce individual income taxes. REED (R Iil.). House Ways 
and Means reported Feb. 17. 

HR 3053. Make supplemental appropriations for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1953. TABER (R N.Y.). House Appropriations reported 


Feb. 16. 


ABOLISH RFC# 
Sen, Harry Flood Byrd (D Va.) and four other Senators Feb. 13 in- 
troduced a bill (S 892) to abolish the Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
Byrd was a leading figure in the fight to abolish the agency in 1952. (CQ 


Almanac, Vol. VIII, 1952, pp. 345, 346; CQ Weekly Report, 1953, ; 


Under terms of the bill, proceeds from the liquidation of assets of 
the RFC would be applied to a reduction of the national debt. According 
to Byrd, outstanding loans of the agency are around $700 million. 


Co-sponsors of the bill are Sens. John W. Bricker (R Ohio), A. Willis 
Robertson (D Va.), Homer Ferguson (R Mich.) and John J Williams (R 
Del.). 


behind the bill saying: 


On Feb. 16, Sen. Andrew F. Schoeppel (R Kan.) threw his support 
‘“‘The RFC has served its usefulness.’ 

Sens. Byrd and Williams said Feb. 18 the Eisenhower Administra - 
tion will support the bill 


OPPOSES TAX LIMIT PLAN 


Sen. Allen J, Ellender (D La.) Feb. 14 said in a statement opposing 
the proposed {25 per cent income tax limit that it would favor the ‘‘wealthy 
segment”’ of the country. **Hidden within it lie grave inequities for a 
major segment of our population,’’ he said, because it ‘‘would serve to 


reduce taxes for those persons in the higher income brackets alone. 





Pressures on Congress 


SUGAR ACT 


A dissonant note in the harmonious existence of the 
sugar industry under firm federal control has been 
sounded by Puerto Rican sugar interests. 


The sugar industry functions by provisions of the 
Sugar Act of 1948, amended with the blessings of sugar 
growers, processors and refiners in 1951. The law 
provides for graduated subsidy payments to domestic 
growers, marketing quotas that limit production, excise 
taxes on sugar manufacturing or importing, curbs on 
Sugar imports; and, thus, indirectly, for price trend con- 
trol. The industry is controlled, but seems to like it. 


The Puerto Rican interests, however, served notice 
recently they will seek a bigger U.S. quota than the 
1,080,000 tons they are permitted to send here now. 
Everett Wilson, Washington representative for Associ- 
ation of Sugar Producers of Puerto Rico, told CQ no 
immediate step will be taken, but that whenever the 
Sugar Act is opened for consideration again, Puerto 
Rico will try for a bigger share of the market, if quotas 
are still such that it feels it should have an increased 
limit. 


The stand was made known Feb. 16 when the Puerto 
Rican Association refused to join representatives of 
other branches of the domestic industry for visits to 
the Secretaries of Agriculture and Interior, and Under- 
secretary of State. 


SATISFIED WITH ACT 


Main purpose of the visits was to confirm that the 
domestic industry is satisfied with the Sugar Act as it 
stands and is opposed to any revision at present. 


Wilson said that sugar production is being built up 
in Puerto Rico, that 1,372,000 tons were grown on the 
island last year and that there are surpluses and an in- 
creasing unemployment problem. 


The quotas provided for in the sugar law control 
the amounts of sugar which may be placed on market in 
the U.S. mainland and contro! the division of that market 
among both domestic and foreign sugar growers. 


Although 30 states have beet or cane sugar growers 
or manufacturers, most of the nearly eight million tons 
of sugar consumed yearly in the U.S. comes from Cuba, 
Puerto Rico and other Latin American countries, Hawaii 
and the Philippines. Sugar is used in products ranging 
from ice cream to explosives. 


The Sugar Act of 1948, like the 1937 act and the 
Jones-Costigan Act of 1934, is based on a quota system 
for both domestic and foreign producers of sugar for 
U.S. consumption. 


The quota system is subject to an over-all total es- 
tablished each year by the Secretary of Agriculture. 
This total is an estimate of what the U.S. will need dur- 
ing the year. The 1953 determination--7,800,000 tons 
-- was made last Dec. 5 by former Secretary Charles 


F. Brannan. Estimates may be revised, and usually 
are, during the year. 


The 1937 law distributed the total among the pro- 
ducing areas ona percentage basis. But the 1948 and 
1951 Acts carried fixed tonnage for mainland U.S. and 
U.S, territories and the Philippines, leaving the bal- 
ance of mainland needs to be supplied by Cuban and cer - 
tain other producing nations. 


The 1937 Act gave the domestic beet sugar area 
41.72 per cent of the U.S. quota, the mainland cane sugar 
area 11,31 per cent, Hawaii 25.35 per cent, Puerto Rico 
21.48 per cent, the Virgin Islands .24 per cent, and Phil 
ippine Islands 15.41 per cent. Cuba got 28.6 per cent, 
other foreign countries .4 per cent. 


The 1948 Act gave the domestic beet sugar industry 
an 1.8 million-ton quota, mainland cane sugar .5 million 
tons, Hawaii, 1,052,000 tons, Puerto Rico 910,000 tons, 
Virgin Islands, 6,000 tons, Philippines 952,000. Cuba 
and other foreign nations shared the remainder of the 
consumer needs estimated by the Secretary of Agriculture. 


Cuba, under the 1948 Act, could supply 98.64 per 
cent of the remainder, leaving 1.36 per cent to the other 
nations. In addition, Cuba got 95 per cent of any deficit 
(unfilled quota) in the Philippine share, and a guarantee 
that if the Cuban share turned out to be less than 28.6 
per cent of the total, other areas’ shares would be re- 
allocated to give Cuba that minimum. 


1951 REVISIONS 


The 1951 law left mainland, Hawaiian and Philippine 
quotas unchanged, increased the Puerto Rican quota by 
170,000 tons (to 1,080,000) and doubled the Virgin Islands 
tonnage, making it 12,000. 

This version changed the Cuban quota by giving that 
nation 96 per cent of the remainder instead of 98.64 per 
cent and changed the guarantee to 28.6 per cent if the to- 
tal is less than 7.4 million tons, or 2,116,000 tons if the 
total is more than 7.4 million. The Philippine deficit, if 
any, would go 96 per cent to Cuba instead of 95 per cent. 


When the over-all total is set, domestic cane plan- 
tations and sugar beet farms are given individual market 
ing quotas which are indirectly enforced by ‘‘conditional 
payments’’ to producers. To qualify for payments farm- 
ers must not market more than their share of their area 
quota, must not use child labor and must pay fair wages 
as determined by the Secretary. 


TAXES IMPORTERS, PROCESSORS 


The sugar law taxes importers and domestic proces- 
sors at the rate of one-half cent a pound. To domestic 
producers who comply with marketing quotas, it provides 
for payments ranging from eight-tenths of a cent per 
pound for the first 350 tons of sugar grown down to three - 
tenths of a cent per pound for production of more than 
30,000 tons. The 1951 law went into effect Jan, 1, 1953. 

It extended the termination date of the 1948 law from 
Dec. 31, 1952, to Dec. 31, 1956. 


While advocating the 1951 law, spokesmen for Hawaii 
and Puerto Rico sugar interests sought vainly to remove 
provisions which keep these areas inthe role of raw ma- 
terial suppliers by limiting their shipments to the main- 
land mainly to raw sugar. The law allows island refining 
for use in Hawaii and Puerto Rico but reserves the bulk 
of the mainland market for stateside refineries. (For fur- 
ther information, see CQ Almanacs, Vol. III, 1947, p. 
388ff., and Vol. VII, 1951, p. 92 ff). 
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PRESSURE POINTS 
FORD URGES FREE TRADE 


The ‘‘most rapid possible elimination”’ of all tariffs 
was proposed by Henry Ford II, Feb. 17. Speaking at a 
meeting of the Inland Daily Press Assocation in Chicago, 
the president of the Ford Motor Company said this should 
include immediate abolition of the 10 per cent tariff on 
foreign autos. 


“Second, we should abandon completely the quota 
system, which is completely contrary to free enterprise, 
said Ford, adding that as a third step ‘‘we should aban- 
don the Buy American Act.’’ 


Enactment promptly of ‘‘a workable law for simpli- 
fying customs procedures’’ was urged by Ford as a 
fourth step for the Congress. ‘‘Progressive industries 
know that one sure result of free trade with a prosperous 
free world is a greatly expanded market for the goods 
which American industry wants to sell,’’ he declared, 


Ford recommended that his four-point program be 
supplemented by joining Canada in the compietion of the 
St. Lawrence Seaway, by purchasing more defense sup- 
plies abroad, and by persuading foreign countries to 
guarantee fair treatment to American private investors. 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN CRITICIZED 


Congressional investigations of educational institu- 
tions and the Chairmen of three investigating committees 
were criticized before the American Association of 
School Administrators, meeting in Atlantic City. 


Agnes E. Meyer, wife of Washington Post publisher 
Eugene Meyer, told the Administrators that ‘‘security of 
teachers will be completely destroyed’’ if they are ex- 
posed to investigation. (CQ Weekly Report, pp. 199, 222). 
She said the Committee Chairmen use ‘‘demagogic meth- 
ods’’ and said Sen. Joseph R, McCarthy (R Wis.), Chair- 
man of the Senate Government Operations Committee 
and its Investigating Subcommittee, is “dangerous and 
ruthless.’’ Rep. Harold H. Velde (R I1l.), Chairman of 
of the House Un-American Activities Committee, ‘‘does- 
n’t make sense’’ and Sen. William E. Jenner (R Ind.), 
Chairman of the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, 
conducts hearings ‘‘of a character to make any honest 
American sick to his stomach,’’ Mrs. Meyer said. 











Velde said Mrs. Meyer’s attack on him was ‘‘typi- 
cal of those being made by intellectual pinks.’’ Jenner 
said he would “let the record speak for itself.’’ McCar- 
thy commented, ‘‘If the ownership of the Daily Worker 
were not screaming, I would know the Communist cause 
was not being hurt.’’ 


STATEMENT CHALLENGED 


The Washington Post Feb. 19 said Mrs. Meyer had 
stated that a release issued by Rep. Velde after her ad- 
dress to the School Administrators included ‘‘an outright 
falsehood.’’ The Velde release stated that Pravda in 1947 
quoted a letter from Mrs. Meyer to a journal, Soviet 
Russia Today. The Post said the Pravda article did not 
quote Agnes E. Meyer and that the letter in the Soviet 
journal appeared over the signature of a woman named 
Mayer. 


Velde said Feb. 19 that he had made ‘‘an honest mis- 
take’’ and had learned that it was not Mrs. Agnes E. 
Meyer who wrote the letter he referred to Feb. 18. 





Lobbyists--Just Keep On Complying 


OR: WHAT TO DO ‘TIL THE COURTS DECIDE 


If you lobby for a living, don’t take a chance! Con- 
tinue to comply with the Federal Regulation of Lobbying 
Act, even though the status of that law is presently in 
doubt. 


That’s the advice being handed out by attorneys, 
organization executives, government officials and Con- 
gressmen, as all try to analyze the results of court rul- 
ings on the Act. 


The current confusion results from three rulings. 
The first was United States v. Slaughter, 1948 in which a 
District judge ruled that Section 308 of the law ‘‘is not 
on its face unconstitutional.”’ 

Nationa! Association of Manufacturers vs. McGrath, 


1952, in which a three -judge statutory District Court 
found Sections 303-307 invalid because ‘‘they are too 
vague,’’ and Section 310, the penalty clause unconstitu- 
tional because it ‘‘violates the First Amendment,’’ was 
the second. 


The third, and most recent decision, was United 
States v. Harris, 1953, which held that the law’s regis- 
tration section is invalid because its penalty clause is 
unconstitutional. (For analysis of these rulings, see 
CQ Weekly Report, pp. 183-184). 
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The net result is, as one official puts it: ‘‘One Dist- 
rict Court has held Sections 303-307 unconstitutional: 
another District Court in the same district has held 
Section 308 constitutional; still another District Court 
in the same district has held Section 308 unconstitution- 
al; and the Supreme Court has declined to pass upon the 
constitutional issues involved when one of these cases 
was before it.’’ 


If this seems confusing, you may feel relieved to 
know that some of the country’s top lawyers are not 
certain as to the law’s current status. 


Both the Clerk of the House and Secretary of the 
Senate, with whom registrations are filed under the Act, 
have appealed to Capitol legal experts for advice; both, 
however, are continuing to accept registrations. Most of 
the attorneys questioned by CQ are advising clients to 
comply with the Act until advised otherwise by the House 
Clerk or Senate Secretary. 


According to one legal authority on Capitol Hill, de- 
cisions made so far would not necessarily be binding 
upon other District Courts ‘‘in future litigation involving 
different parties.’’ So some other District Court migit 
hold the Act to be Constitutional. 


Apparently, only a ruling by the Supreme Court, or 
a decision by the Justice Department not to appeal, will 
dispel the present confusion. 





But Alaska Still In 'Cold” 


SKIES CLEAR FOR HAWAII STATEHOOD 


Flagmakers can get that 49th star ready -- Hawaii 
seems to be nearing its goal of statehood. The subject 
has been given high priority in Congress this year, as 
Republican leaders seem determined to carry out their 
pledge of ‘‘immediate statehood.*’ But statehood for 
Alaska -- long a companion bill -- so far is getting the 
cold shoulder treatment from the GOP. 


Three hefty shoves started the Hawaiian statehood 
bill rolling this year. The impetus started with the 1952 
Republican platform, which favored ‘‘immediate state - 
hood for Hawaii.’’ Then President Eisenhower, in his 
State of the Union address, declared: ‘‘Statehood should 
be granted promptly, with the first election scheduled 
for 1954.’’ Sen. Robert A, Taft (R Ohio) and House 
Speaker Joseph WV, Martin, Jr. (R Mass.), announcing an 
11-point legislative program Feb. 9, included Hawaiian 
statehood. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 213). 








HOW PAST VOTES WENT 


On Feb. 17, Rep. John P. Saylor (R Pa.) announced 
that his 25-member Territories Subcommittee of the 
House Interior and Insular Affairs Committee would 
hold hearings, Feb. 23-24, on five Hawaiian statehood 
bills. The Senate Interior Committee plans to start 
hearings after it completes taking testimony on ‘‘tide- 
lands’’ bills. 


In the past, Hawaiian statehood has come to a vote 
in Congress three times (CQ Weekly Report, p. 105). 
Twice the House passed a statehood bill -- in 1947 and 
1950. But the Senate has voted only indirectly on the 
issue. In 1948 it defeated a motion by William F, Know- 
land (R Calif.) to discharge the Interior Committee from 
a Hawaiian statehood bill it was considering at length. 


The Alaska statehood bill passed by the House in 
1950 got nowhere in the Senate. Two years later, Sen- 
ators voted to recommit a similar bill. For recent 
Hawaii and Alaska votes in the House, Senate, see charts 
on pages 244, 246. 


Traditionally, Republicans have favored statehood 
for Hawaii (which has sent a Republican Delegate to 
Congress since 1934). Democrats have looked favorably 
on statehood for Alaska (which has had a Democratic 
Delegate for 21 years). Most Southerners have opposed 
statehood for either territory. 


The opposition to Hawaii statehood has centered on 
alleged Communist penetration of political, social and 
labor organizations in the islands (CQ Almanac, Vol. 
VII, 1951, p. 333). As for Alaska, opponents say it lacks 
the financial resources it should have for statehood. 


Proponents have argued that both territories are 
politically and economically ready to become states. 
They say that the major parties’ failure to fulfill plat- 
form pledges provides fuel for Communist taunts about 
American ‘‘colonial imperialists.’’ 


Since the 1948 Senate vote (see page 246), a number 
of Senators appear to look more favorably on Hawaiian 
statehood. Chairman Hugh Butler (R Neb.) has predicted 
quick Interior Committee approval of the statehood bill. 
In past years he has led the opposition to statehood. 
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Sen. George A, Smathers (D Fla.), another leading 
opponent, has predicted early Senate passage, adding 
that he would not try to prevent the bill from coming to 
a vote on the floor. 





VOTE OUTLOOK CHANGED 


If the 1948 vote were taken as an indication of how 
Senators would ballot on Hawaiian statehood in 1953, 
the margin would be 14-35 (D 6-16; R 7-19; Ind. 1 yea) 
against it. But for two reasons, a vote today might not 
follow the 1948 lines. First, Republican leadership 
now is behind Hawaiian statehood, and secondly, the 
1948 vote was on a motion to extract the bill from a 
reluctant Committee, a parliamentary tactic many Sen- 
ators dislike on principle. 


Sen. H. Alexander Smith (R N.J.), who voted against 
the 1948 motion, is a co-sponsor of this year’s state - 
hood bill. Thirteen others who were not recorded pre- 
viously also are co-sponsors of S 49 or S 51. Among 
Senators who voted on the issue as members of the 
House in 1947 or 1950, the division is 10-6 for statehood. 





The House has passed Hawaiian statehood bills 
when Republicans were in the majority (1947) and when 
Democrats were in control (1950). There have been no 
indications it would reverse itself this year. Present 
Congressmen recorded on the two earlier votes divide 
178-95 (D 83-65; R 95-30) in favor of statehood. (See 
page 244). 


ALASKA ADMISSION STALLED 


The Republican leadership has indicated no interest 
so far in taking up Alaska statehood. The 1952 platform 
favored ‘‘statehood for Alaska, under an equitable en- 
abling act.’’ But the President's State of the Union mes- 
sage and proposed legislative program did not include 
Alaska statehood. 


This year’s Senate bill (S 50) was introduced Jan, 7 
by Sen. Murray and co-sponsored by 13 Democrats and 


one Independent. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 147). Several 
Republicans and Democrats have introduced similar 
bills in the House, including HR 2982 by Rep. Saylor. 


On Jan. 7 Chairman Butler of the Interior Committee 
introduced a bill (S 224) providing for the election of the 
Governor and Secretary of the Territory by the people 
of Alaska. 


No hearings have yet been scheduled by either the 
House or Senate Committee on Alaska statehood bills. 


On the basis of their previous votes on the issue 
(see chart, p. 246), Senators would divide 41-46 (D 21- 
24; R 19-22, Ind. 1 yea) against granting statehood to 
Alaska. Seven of these cast their votes as members of 
the House in 1950. Stands of nine Senators have not been 
recorded on the issue. 


Present Representatives recorded on the 1950 House 
vote (see chart, p. 244) divide 123-130 (D 78-55; R 45- 
75) against Alaska statehood. A majority of the unrecord- 
ed 180 Representatives are Republicans. 
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House: Appropriations Votes, Veterans, Statehood, Sponsors 


VETERANS 
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STATEHOOD 
SPONSORS 


7. 1950 -- Statehood for Hawaii (HR 49). Provide for admission of Hawaii into 

the Union. Passage of bill, Passed. 261-111, March 7, 1950. See story 

p. 243 10. Aid for Consumers. Sponsors of resolutions to establish a Committee on 
Consumers (H Con Res 32-54, and 62, and H Res 59), and of tw 
HR 2932 and HR 2939) providing for a Consumers Council and a Consum 
ers Advisory Bureau. The latter were introduced by Reps. John D_ Dingel! 
(D Mich.) and Sidney A. Fine (D N_Y.) are indicated by v. See 
story, p. 210 


) measure 


Provide for admission of Alaska 
March 3, 1950 


8. 1950 -- Statehood for Alaska (HR 331) 
into the Union. Passage of bill. Passed, 186-146 
Sponsors 


Key J -- For Not Recorded 


X -- Against 


DEC LARED STANDS 


? Absent, General Pair, ‘' Present,’’ Did not announce 
or answer CQ Poll 


RECORD VOTES DEC LARED STANDS 


FOR: Y (yea) ¥ Announced For, Paired For, CQ Poll For. 


AGAINST: N (nay) X Announced Against, Paired Against, CQ Poll Against 
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AL Young (R) 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

2 Cotton (R) 
_1 Merrow (R) 
NEW JERSEY 

Ii Addonizio (D) 

3 Auchincloss (R) 

8 Canfield (R) 

6 Case (R) 

5 Freli huysen (R) 

2 Hand (R) 

i4 Hart (D) 

4 Howell (D) 

12 Kean (R) 

39 Osmers (R) 
_10 Rodino (D) 

[3 Sieminski (D) 
“TWidnall (R) 
__1 Wolverton (R) 

NEW MEXICO 
“AL Dempsey (D) 
_AL Fernandez (D) 
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~ 2 Derountan (R) 
~ 36 Gamble (R) 
| _ 27 Gwinn (R) 
32 Kearney (R) 
| 38 Keating (R) 
$7 Kilburn (R) 
f ~_ 40 Milter (R) 
} 30 O'Brien (D) 
_39 Ostertag (R)__ 
- Pillion (R) 
_ 41 Radwan (R) 
[ _43 Reed (R) - 
35 Riehiman (R) - 
| “28 St. George (R) 
36 Taber (R) 
31 Taylor (R) 
oo Wainwright (R) 
~ 36 Wharton (R) 
_34 Williams (R) __ 
New York City 
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25 Fino (R) 

_ 8 Heller (D) 

6 Holtzman (D) 
21 Javits (R) 

10 Kelly (D) 

9 Keogh (D) 

_19 Klein (D) 

4 Latham [R) 
13 Multer (D) 

16 Powell (D) 

15 Ray (R) 

14 Rooney (D) 
80 Roose ve it (D) 
| NORTH CAROLINA 
i 9 Alexander (D) 
[3 Barden (D) 

T Bonner (D) 
__7 Carlyle (D) 

5 Chatham (D) 
4 Cooley (D) 
“Deane (D) 
_6 Durham (D) 
__2 Fountain (D) 
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_12 Shuford (D) _ 
NORTH DAKOTA 
AL Burdick (R) 
AL Krueger (R) 


Onlo 
14 Ayres (R) 
23 Bender (R) 
8 Betts (R) 

22 Bolton, F.P. (R) 

11 Bolton, O.P. (R) 

16 Bow (R) 

7 Brown (R) 
5 Clevenger (R) 

21 Crosser (D) 

20 Feighan (D) 

18 Hays (D) 

2 Hess (R) 

10 Jenkins (R) 

19 Kirwan (D) 

4 McCulloch (R) 
17 McGregor (R) 
_ 6 Polk ( 

9 Reams (1) 
~ 3 Schenck (R) 

i Scherer (R) 
_15 Secrest (D) 
_12 Vorys (R) 

‘TS Weichei (R) 
OKLAHOMA 
3 Albert () 

_ 1 Beicher (R) 

2 Edmondson (D) 
~ 5 Jarman W) 

~ 4S8teed (D) 
~ 6 Wickersham (D) 
OREGON 
__3 Angeil (R) 

__ 2 Coon (R) 

4 Elisworth (R) 
_1 Norblad (R) 
PENNSYLVANIA 
_11 Bonin (R) 

30 Buchanan (D) 
“TT Bush (R) 

10 Carrigg (R) 
29 Corbett (R) 

_9 Dague (R) a 

28 Eberharter (D) 

12 Fenton (R) 

27 Fulton (R) 

23 Gavin (R) 

25 Graham (R) 

7 James (R) 

24 Kearns (R) 

21 Kelley (D) 

6 King (R) 

13 McConne|!! (R) 

26 Morgan (D) 

16 Mumma (R) 

14 Rhodes (D) 

22 Saylor (R) 

18 Simpson (R) 

19 Stauffer (R) - 

20 Van Zandt (R) 

15 Walter (D) 
Philadel a 

1 Barrett (D) 

3 Byrne (D) 

4 Chudoff (D) 

2 Granahan (D) 

5 Green (D) 

6 Scott (R) 
RHODE ISLAND 

2 Fogarty (D) 

1 Forand (D) 
SOUTH CAROLINA, 

4 Bryson (D) _ 

3 Dorn (D) : 

6 McMillan (D) 

5 Richards (D) 

2 Riley (D) 
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(Also used 


for Speaker--eligible but usually does not vote.) 
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i Rivers (D) L¥I Y] 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
2 Berry (R 
1 Lovre ’R) 
TENNESSEE 
? Baker (R) 
& Cooper ) 
9 Davis (D) 
4 Evins (D) 
3 Frazier (D) 
7 Murray (D) 
5 Priest (D) 
1 Reece (R) 
6 Sutton (D) 
TEXas 
15 Bentsen (D) 
2 Brooks (D) 
17 Burleson (D) 
AL Dies () 
7 Dowdy (D) 
21 Fisher (D) 
3 Gentry (D) 
13 Ikard (D) 
20 Kilday (D) 
p 1? Lucas D) 
14 Lyle (D) 
_19 Mahon (D) 
1 Patman (D) 
11 Poage (D) 
4 Rayburn (D) 
16 Regan (D) 
_18 Rogers (D) 
6 Teague (D) 
__8 Thomas (D) 
9 Thompson (D) 
10 Thornberry {D) 
5 Wilson (D) 
UTAH 
2 Dawson (R) 
1 Stringfellow (R) 
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VERMONT 
AL Prouty (R) 
VIRGINIA 
4 Abbitt (D) 
10 Broyhill (R) 
3 Gary (D) 
2 Hardy (D) 
7 Harrison (D) 
6 Poff (R) 
1 Robeson (D) 
8 Smith (D) 
5 Vacancy 
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WASHINGTON 
4 Holmes (R) 
5 Horan (R) 
3 Mack (R) 
AL Magnuson (D) 
1 Pelly (R) 
6 Tollefson (R) 
2 Westland (R) 
WEST VIRGINIA 
3 Batley (D) 
6 Byrd (D) 
5 Kee (D) 
1 Mollohan (D) 
4 Nea! (R) 
2 Staggers (D) 
WISCONSIN 
8 Byrnes (R) 
2 Davis (R) 
9 Hull (R) 
5 Kersten (R) 
7 Laird (R) 
10 O' Konski (R) 
1 Smith (R) 
6 Van Pelt (R) 
3 Withrow (R) 
4 Zablocki (D) 
WYOMING 
AL Harrison (R) 
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Senate: Veterans, Statehood Votes, Sponsors 


VETERANS 


. Retired and Reserve commissioned personne! in the armed forces 
who are Members of the Senate in the 83rd Congress, according to 


the Office of Information, Defense Department. See story, p. 233. 


F -- Air Force 
M -- Marines 


Key: A -- Army 
N -~ Navy 


. Members of the Senate, who having served on active duty, have 
veterans status. Veterans are indicated by /. 


STATEHOOD 
. 1948 -- Statehood for Hawaii (HR 49). Provide for admission of 


Hawaii into the Union. Knowland (R Calif.) resolution (S Res 232) 
to discharge Interior and Insular Affairs Committee from further 


TOTAL VOTE 


REPUBLIC 


DEMOCRATS 
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consideration of bill. Rejected May 20, 1948, 20-51. See story, 
p. 243. 


. 1952 -- Alaska Statehood (S 50). Smathers (D Fla.) motion to re- 


commit with instructions to hold hearings and make a study of 
whether statehood or other self-governing status should be given 
to the Territories. Agreed to, 45-44 Feb. 27, 1952. 

Key: J -- For ? -- Not Recorded 
X -- Against 


SPONSORS 


10. D.C. Home Rule (S 999). Provide an elected city council, school 


board, and non-voting delegate to U.S. House of Representatives, 
for the District cf Columbia. Introduced Feb. 18, by Case (R S.D.) 
and 31 other Senators. Sponsors are indicated by /. See story, 
p. 256. 


fauver 








Stevenson Speaks 


In his first public address since the November elec- 
tion, Adlai E, Stevenson, defeated Democratic Presiden- 
tial nominee, pledged support Feb. 14 to the Eisenhower 
Administration providing ‘‘ government by businessmen’’ 
did not become ‘‘the big deal." Stevenson addressed 
Democrats at the New York Jefferson-Jackson day dinner. 


He said that the new Republican Administration 
should be given time to show what it could accomplish. 
But he was critical of two Administration moves. 


Referring to ‘‘government by businessmen,’’ he 
said, ‘‘government by a single group ... exposes govern- 
ment to genuine dangers ... There is always a tendency 
to mistake the particular interest for the general inter - 
est -- to suppose, in the immortal thought recently 
uttered before a committee of Congress, that what is 
good for General Motors is good for the country.’’ He 
referred to Congressional reports on the testimony of 
Charles E. Wilson who resigned as GM president to 
become Secretary of Defense. (CQ Weekly Report, 

p. 149). 


Stevenson was somewhat critical of Secretary of 
State John Foster Dulles giving the NATO countries a 
timetable to speed up their rearmament programs. “‘T 
hope I have misread the signs of the revival of the dis- 
credited ‘dollar diplomacy,’ '' Stevenson stated. ‘‘We 
want no sullen obedience, but friendly cooperation from 
our allies. We want no satellites; we want companions 
in arms.”’ 


He emphasized that the Democratic Party should 
be a constructive minority party. ‘‘Our central purpose 
...must be to keep on working positively and construct - 
ively for the good of the country,’’ he stated. ‘‘We shall 
fight them (the GOP) to the end when we think they are 
wrong.’’ Looking ahead to 1954, Stevenson predicted 
that the Democrats would pick up offices everywhere 
‘‘by offering better candidates, better programs, better 
organization than our opponents 


DOESN’T KNOW HIS ROLE 


Stevenson said in a radio interview Feb. 14 that he 
was not clear what role he would play in the future of 
his party. ‘‘The problem of leadership is ambiguous,”’ 
he stated. ‘‘I don’t know whether I'm head of the loyal 
opposition or not."’ 


In Washington Feb. 15 to confer with Democratic 
party leaders and others, he told the press that he would 
not run against Sen. Paul H. Douglas (D Ill.) in 1954 
‘funder any circumstances. He is one of my best friends 
and one of the most useful members of the Senate.”’ 
Stevenson said he might be ‘‘running for cover’’ in 1954 
when asked about his plans. Stevenson met with Members 
of Congress at separate Senate and House receptions 
Feb. 16. 


He had a 30-minute private interview and luncheon 
with President Eisenhower Feb. 17. Stevenson said that 
the President offered him any assistance he might need 
on his forthcoming trip around the world. ‘‘I leave the 
White House without any secret agreements--nor am I 
enslaved,”’ he said, following his White House visit. 
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Roberts’ $11,000 


The Kansas Senate Feb. 13 voted down a motion by 
State Sen. William D. Weigant (R) to investigate whether 
C. Wesley Roberts, Republican National Chairman, had 
violated a state lobbying law. In 1951 Roberts collected 
an $11,000 fee for negotiating the sale of a Kansas hos- 
pital to the state for the Ancient Order of United Work- 
men of Kansas. He was not registered as a lobbyist at 
the time, according to Weigant. 


Roberts said he was employed ‘‘as a public relations 
counsel’’ and ‘‘scrupulously avoided"’ any lobbying activ~- 
ities. Gov. Edward F, Arn (R) said that Roberts never 
talked to him about the building and he doubted that Rob- 
erts talked to any member of the legislature. The White 
House stated Feb. 13 that it was entirely satisfied that 
Roberts was ‘‘legitimately’’ employed when the sale 
was made. 


Alf M. Landon, GOP Presidential nominee in 1936, 
issued a statement Feb. 14: ‘‘President Eisenhower's 
satisfaction with the ridiculous explanation of...Roberts’ 
for his prostituting of his political influence in a raid on 
the public treasury of Kansas, which stinks to high heav- 
en, does not satisfy the people of Kansas by a long shot. 
Furthermore, it is unpleasantly reminiscent of the loose 
standards of public honesty and morality which the 
people of America voted to change in the last election."’ 


Democrats For Eisenhower 


One of every five ballots marked for Eisenhower in 
the November Presidential election were cast by Demo- 
crats, according to a survey by the University of Michi- 
gan. Released Feb. 14, the survey showed ‘‘there was 
a general shift toward the Republican candidate in almost 
all classes of voters.’’ Other conclusions were that 
Catholics and big city residents heavily Democratic in 
1948, split about evenly in 1952. The Democratic lead 
declined among labor union members, White collar 
workers divided about evenly in 1948, were 5-3 for 
Eisenhower, and farmers swung heavily for him. 


A report of the Southern Regional Council released 
in Atlanta Feb. 7 indicated that the increase in Negro 
voting in the past five years has been ‘‘disappointing.’’ 
The small vote is due to discrimination by law and prac - 
tice and to apathy on the part of Negroes, it said. 


Political Footnotes 


Rep. Michael J. Kirwan (D Ohio) was unanimously 
re-elected Feb, 17 to be Chairman of the Democratic 
Congressional Campaign Committee, a post he has held 
since 1947, Ohio Democrats recently ousted Kirwan as 
Ohio’s delegate on the Committee and elected in his place 
Rep. Michael A, Feighan (D Ohio). 








Former Sen. Albert B. Chandler (D Ky.), ousted as 
baseball commissioner in 1951, said in Frankfort Feb. 14 
that he will run again for governor of Kentucky, a post 
he held from 1935-39. 


A bill was introduced in the Oregon legislature Feb. 
14 to prohibit a person elected to office as a member of 
one party from seeking re-election as the candidate of 
another. Sen. Wayne Morse (I Ore.) called it an admission 
by ‘‘machine politicians’’ that they cannot beat him in 1956. 
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Floor Action 


HOUSE PASSES FUNDS BILL 


The House Feb. 19 passed the Second Supplemental 
Appropriations bill (HR 3053) for fiscal 1953 on a 369-2 
roll-call vote, after increasing the total appropriation 
recommended by its Committee to $925,172,920. Action 
on the first appropriations bill handled by the 83rd Con- 
gress came after two days of debate. 


FEB. 18 -- 

Debate opened with a demand from Democrats for 
the new Administration’s budget. Sam Rayburn (D Tex.) 
said ‘‘it would be a wise thing for the new Administration 
...to submit to us its own budget.’’ And George H, Mahon 
(D Tex.) wanted to know whether the Eisenhower Admin- 
istration ‘‘is for or against the budget estimates being 
considered in this bill ?’’ 


The House, sitting as a committee of the whole, vot- 
ed down a motion by Rep. Robert L,F. Sikes (D Fla.) to 
eliminate a Committee -approved provision for $58,750 
to buy new swivel chairs for 255 House Members and 
rugs and carpets for some House offices. The amend- 
ment was rejected on a 42-117 standing vote. 





FEB. 19 -- 

The House Appropriations Committee's elimination 
of a $24 million request for federal aid to schools in 
areas crowded by the defense effort partially was re- 
versed by the House which restored $20.5 million. 


Rep. Clarence J. Brown (R Ohio) said ‘‘I’m for 
economy, but I’m not going to start my economy record 
in this Congress by taking it out on the school kids.’’ 
Leading the opposition, Rep. John Taber (R N.Y.), Chair- 
man of the House Appropriations unit, said only the 
‘‘wildest speculation’’ could justify approval of the 
school funds. 





On division vote, 199-37, the House agreed to the 
$20.5 million for school aid. Errett P. Scrivner (R Kan.) 
proposed restoring the full $24 million but the House 
agreed to John E. Fogarty’s (D R.I.) modification to the 
lower figure, on division, 197-18. 








The House then rejected Ivor D. Fenton’s (R Pa.) 





amendment to earmark $729,000 of Veterans Administration 


funds for use in the Philadelphia area. 


On a roll-call vote of 180-201, it rejected a motion 
by Olin E. Teague (D Tex.) to recommit the bill to add 
$10 million to VA funds. Earlier a Teague amendment 
to do this was rejected on a 118-122 teller vote. The 
House then passed the bill, 369-2. (For voting, see chart, 
pp. 244-45.) 





COMMITTEE APPROVES FUNDS 


The House Appropriations Committee Feb. 16 report- 


ed HR 3053, recommending a total of $904,672,920 -- 60 
per cent less than the $2,315,719,590 in additional funds 
requested by former President Truman before he left 
office. 


Largest cut was in defense spending. The House unit 
recommended against a Defense Department request for 
$1.2 billion, and instead proposed the Department trans- 
fer unobligated funds already available to projects for 
which it sought new funds. 
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The Committee also proposed reducing the Presi- 
dent’s funds, rejecting a $75,000 request for the Council 
of Economic Advisors, and substituting a provision of 
$25,000 for the White House office. It cut a $350,000 
request for the President’s emergency fund to $75,000, 
but approved the $58,750 to buy chairs for House Mem- 
bers and carpets for the Old House Office building. 


The Committee recommended elimination of a $24 
million request for federal aid to schools. 


OTHER COMMITTEE FIGURES 


Committee recommendations on supplemental funds 
for various departments and agencies: 


Department of State -- Approved $2.5 million for 
the International Boundary and Water Commission, but 
cut out a requested $360,000 for consular activities re- 
lated to the Immigration and Nationality Act. 

De partment of Justice -- Approved no funds because 
the new Attorney Genera! said $2,525,000 asked for by 
former President Truman could be transferred from 
money appropriated for other Departmental activities. 

Department of Commerce -- Recommended $199, 
100,000 of the $216,235,000 requested. Most of the cuts 
were in funds for the Bureau of Public Roads and the CIA. 

Department of Labor -- Recommended $33,950;000. 
Most of the $7,206,000 cut from the budget estimate was 
for veterans unemployment compensation ($5 million). 

Treasury Department -- Approved $750,000 of the 
$2.3 million requested for the Bureau of the Public Debt. 

Federal Security Agency -- Recommended $340 
million of the $364,931,000 requested. Most of the cut-- 
$24 million--in federal aid to schools. 

Department of Interior -- Approved $376,000, 
$850,000 was requested. 

Independent Offices -- Approved $326 ,934,000 for 
the Veterans Administration after cutting $131,058,000 
slated for veterans readjustment benefits. 


AMENDMENTS AGREED TO 


Errett P. Scrivner (R Kan.) as amended by John E. 
Fogarty (D R.I.)--Restore $20.5 million, eliminated in 
Committee, for aid to schools in federally affected areas. 
Division vote, 199-37. (Scrivner proposed restoring the 
full $24 million. Fogarty’s modification reducing this to 
$20.5 million was agreed to on division, 197-18.) 


AMENDMENTS REJECTED 


Robert L. F. Sikes (D Fla.)--Eliminate $58,750 for 
House furniture. Division, 42-117 

Ivor D. Fenton (R Pa.)--Earmark $729,000 of VA 
funds for use in Philadelphia area. Division, 62-92 

Olin E. Teague (D Tex.)--Increase funds for the 
Office of Education by $259,000. Voice 

Cleveland M. Bailey (D W.Va.)-- Authorize transfer 
of $145,000 to the GSA for school construction. Division, 
55-125 

Teague -- Increase VA funds by $10 million. Division, 
84-87, Teller, 118-122. 








Ruled out of order was an amendment by Samuel W. 
Yorty (D Calif.) to direct the Budget Director to deter - 
mine if the transfers of defense funds would necessitate 
additional appropriations. 





EXECUTIVE ACTIONS, REPORTS 
PRICE CONTROLS 


The government Feb. 18 removed price controls 
from dairy products, drugs, cosmetics, coal and most 
service charges such as auto or television repairs. 
Price Stabilizer Joseph H. Freehill said the decontrolled 
items affect about 10 per cent of the articles used in 
figuring the cost-of-living index. (CQ Weekly Report, 

p. 198). Freehill predicted there would be price in- 
creases for service charges, some dairy products and 
building materials. 


PIPE TARIFFS 


President Eisenhower Feb. 18 asked the Tariff 
Commission to make a further study of import duties 
on low-priced brier pipes. He deferred action on the 
Commission plea that the levy be hiked. (CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 176). 


MANPOWER STUDY 


The best way to increase the effectiveness of the 
military establishment and help balance the budget at 
the same time, would be to cut the spending of the De- 
fense Department 10 per cent, according to a Feb. 17 
report by a 10-man citizens commission on Utilization 
of Manpower inthe Armed Services. The group assert- 


ed such a cut would save about 500,000 men and $5 billion. 


Brig. Gen. David Sarnoff, chairman of the board of 
the Radio Corporation of America, headed the group, 
which was created by then Defense Secretary Robert M. 
Lovett in answer to Congressional demands. The com- 
mission resigned in December. This was its final re- 
port. 


CIVIL DEFENSE 


The Federal! Civil Defense Administration in a re- 
port Feb. 16 said Russia could send 400 planes to any 
spot in the U.S. and drop atom bombs capabie of inflict - 
ing 110,000 casualties with each blast. Acting Adminis- 
trator James W. Wadsworth, in sending the report to 
President Eisenhower and Congress, said these initia] 
attack assumptions are neither a “dramatic overstate - 
ment’’ nor a retreat from ‘‘the reality of growing Soviet 
capabilities.’’ 


The two-year-old agency said its primary task is 
to ‘‘alert every American family to the dangers of un- 
preparedness.*’ The report said the federal government 
gave $100.3 million to the agency last fiscal year, to 
which states and local governments added $22.3 million. 


URGE ANTI-POGROM ACTION 


Forty-nine prominent Americans Feb. 15 urged 
President Eisenhower to take steps to prevent oubreaks 
of ‘‘anti-Semitic violence’’ in the wake of a Russian 
campaign against Jews. The group signed a statement 
calling for creation of a special UN ‘‘watchdog’’ commit- 
tee and withholding of aid funds from countries engaging 
in anti-Semitic attacks. 


CONDEMN PERSECUTION 


The Senate Feb. 16 received a resolution (S Res 70) 
expressing the shock of the Senate at reports of Russian 
persecution of Jews. The resolution was introduced by 
Sen. James E, Murray (D Mont.) for himself and 21 other 
Senators. 
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Spanish-War Vet 
Rep. Barratt O’Hara (D I11.) told the House Feb. 


16 he is the last veteran of the Spanish-American War 
in the House and ‘‘there may not be another who will 
sit in this chamber.’’ He took the opportunity to pre- 
sent some records about the war for researchers in 
generations to come. ‘ 

He said historians tend to leave out ‘‘emotional or 
dramatic’’ information, and spoke of personal exper - 
iences in and reactions tothe War. The speech marked 
the 55th anniversary of the sinking of the battleship 
Maine in 1898. 


(For a list of Members of Congress who are vet- 
erans and a list of those who are on Department of De- 
fense rosters as retired or reserve commissioned of- 
ficers, see charts, pages 244-246). 








NAME DEMOCRATIC ‘‘OBJECTORS”’ 


The Democratic Policy Committee Feb. 17 chose 
Sens. George A, Smathers (D Fla.) and Albert Gore (D 
Tenn.) to serve as ‘‘objectors”’ for the minority on any 
lesser legislation brought before the Senate. They will 
check on the hundreds of measures that normally pass 
by unanimous consent after only a brief explanation, 
Policy Committee Chairman Lyndon B, Johnson (D Tex.) 
said. 





ADONIS CONVICTED 


Joe Adonis, often identified as an underworld figure, 
was found guilty Feb. 16 of contempt against the Senate 
Crime Investigating Committee. He was sentenced in 
federal court in New York to three months in prison. 
(CQ Almanac, Vol. VII, 1951, pp. 353-355). 


McMILLAN PLEADS INNOCENT 


Rep. John L, McMillan (D S.C.) Feb. 16 pleaded in- 
nocent to a charge of violating federal law prohibiting 
Congressmen from entering into contracts with the gov- 
ernment, Trial was set for March 23. The charge was 
filed in connection with the leasing of Utah oil lands 





from the Interior Department. 
p. 92). 


(CQ Weekly Report, 


TAX PROSECUTION POLICY 


Attorney General Herbert Brownell, Jr., said Feb. 
19 the Justice Department will no longer withhold pros- 
ecution in criminal tax fraud cases where the defendant 
pleads ill-health. 


TAFT ON BUDGET 


Sen. Robert A, Taft (R Ohio) said Feb. 19 that by 
cutting the $78 billion Truman budget, Congress would 
avoid having to increase the $275 billion debt limit. 
(CQ Weekly Report, p. 102). 





Budget Director Joseph Dodge had warned at a 
White House meeting, Taft said, that if the Truman 
rate of expenditures were maintained, the debt might 
mount to $300 billion by 1958. 
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STUDY "SECRET PACTS” 


At a White House meeting Feb. 16, President Eisen- 
hower and Congressional leaders took steps toward 
formal legislative consideration of a resolution repudi- 
ating any international agreements tending toward ‘‘sup- 
pression of freedom.’’ 


In his State of the Union message Feb. 2, the Pres- 
ident said he would ask Congress for a resolution nulli- 
fying any commitments ‘‘in secret understandings of the 
past’? which permit ‘‘enslavement.’’ ‘See CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 174). 


Senate Majority Leader Robert A, Taft (R Ohio), 
after the Feb. 16 meeting, said the President was re- 
ferring primarily to the Yalta agreement. He said he 
did not know of any foreign agreements made by the 
Democratic Administration which are still secret. The 
‘*secret understandings’’ referred to by Eisenhower 
were kept secret for some time after they were made, 
he explained. 





At a news conference Feb. 17, the President said 
he did not want to repudiate all secret agreements in 
their entirety, but he believed this government should 
make it clear that America is against portions of secret 
agreements which have led to enslavement of any people. 


Secretary of State John Foster Dulles said Feb. 18 
a declaration of repudiation would have two ‘‘primary 
purposes’’ -- to register ‘‘dramatically’’ the ‘‘many 
breaches by the Soviet Union of the wartime understand - 
ings’’ and the ‘‘hope of the American people that the 
captive people shall be liberated.”’ 


URGES YALTA REPUDIATION 


Rep. Alvin E, O’Konski (R Wis.) Feb. 17 said that 
repudiation of only part of the Yalta agreement would 
continue ‘‘the appeasement and expediency program that 
it was hoped would be repudiated.’’ The agreement was 
‘fall wrong’’ and ‘‘ought to be repudiated in its entirety,’ 
he said, 





Rep. Alvin M, Bentley (R Mich.) Feb. 18 introduced 
a resolution (H Con Res 68) saying the United States 
recognizes no commitment inthe Yalta agreement 
‘‘which purports to confer upon the Soviet Union any 
right, title or interest in or to any territory formerly 
belonging to any other nation of Europe."’ 


China Blockade 


Rep. W, Sterling Cole (R N.Y.) Feb. 16 introduced 
a bill (HR 3066) to transfer six American destroyers to 
Nationalist China for a blockade of Chinese Communist 
ports on the mainland. While there seems to be no gen- 
eral agreement on advisability of a U.S. or UN blockade, 
Cole said, he proposed that the vessels be provided to 
‘the one government in the world which has the unques- 
tioned right’’ to impose the blockade. (CQ Weekly Re- 
port, p. 216). 








Sen. Homer Ferguson (R Mich.) the same day said 
he favored a blockade of Red China even if the United 
States had to do it alone, because ‘‘it is immoral to 
trade with your enemy.”’ 





Secretary of State Dulles told a press conference 
Feb, 18 that his Department was examining closely all 
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possible ways, including a naval blockade, to ‘‘inter- 
rupt or minimize”’ the flow of strategic goods to Com- 
munist China, 


Rep. Laurie C, Battle (D Ala.) Feb. 18 urged that 
the United States take the lead in getting international 
cooperation in stopping the ‘‘legal leaks of strategic 
trade’’ with the Communist bloc through free ports of 
Europe. 


Dulles Reports On Trip 


Secretary of State Dulles reported to the nation 
Feb. 12 on his 10-day tour of Western Europe to check 
on progress toward European unity. He made the trip 
with Mutual Security Director Harold E, Stassen. 


Dulles said the U.S, had been ‘‘delighted’’ by pro- 
gress so far, but was disconcerted over delay in ratifi- 
cation of the European Defense Community treaty. He 
said the United States has contributed about $30 billion 
to Europe in the last seven years but added that Amer- 
ican effort would not ‘‘permanently serve Europe our- 
selves, or humanity, unless it fits into a constructive 
program for European unity.’’ 


Under the defense community, Dulles said, partici- 
pating nations would give up their separate national 
armies on the continent of Europe and would join in 
building a single European army. 


WHITE HOUSE BRIEFING 


A grim picture of the world military situation was 
painted at a meeting between President Eisenhower and 
Congressional leaders of both parties Feb. 19. 


After the conference, called by the President as a 
‘‘briefing’’ on the world picture, including Korea, 
House Speaker Joseph W, Martin, Jr. (R Mass.) said it 
served to emphasize ‘‘the tough job we have ahead.’’ 





Terming the talk ‘‘very informative’’, Rep. Charles 
A, Halleck (R Ind.), House Floor Leader, said the cur- 


rent world situation is “‘grim’’ from both a military 


and economic standpoint. 


Sen. Styles Bridges (R N.H.) said that in his judg- 
ment ‘‘we can make cuts in certain areas’’ of military 
spending. Other Congressmen invited to the meeting 
refused to comment. 





CRITICIZES EISENHOWER POLICIES 


In a sharp attack on the Administration, Rep. Melvin 
Price (D Ill.) said Feb. 18 that President Eisenhower's 
proposals to break the Korean stalemate so far have 
been ‘fa sham’’ and ‘‘little more than campaign politics.”’ 


Price said he was ‘‘dismayed’’ by announced plans 
to fulfill the President’s ‘‘implied promise’’ during the 
campaign to bring an early and honorable end to the 
Korean war. 


He said the two main points dealt with training additional 
South Korean divisions and ending use of the U.S. Seventh 
Fleet to ‘‘shield’’ Red China. 








weekly committee roundup 





Action 
FOR ACTION ON NOMINATIONS -- See page 258. 


FOR APPROPRIATIONS REPORT -- See Floor 
Action, page 248. 


INCOME TAX CUTS -- Divergent views of President 
Eisenhower and tax-writing Re- 
publican Congressmen broke into an open clash as the 
House Ways and Means Committee approved a bill (HR 
1) to cut individual income taxes, then underscored its 
decision with a statement directly opposing the Presi- 
dent’s position. The developments unfolded this way: 





FEB. 16 -- 

With the President already on record as opposing 
tax cuts until ‘‘we can succeed in bringing the budget 
under control,’’ the Committee voted 21-4 to report 
favorably Chairman Daniel A, Reed's (R N.Y.) bill to 
cut income taxes 10 per cent starting July 1. (For 
Eisenhower State of the Union statement on taxes, see 
CQ Weekly Report, p. 174. For analysis of tax situation, 
see p. 159). 





Loss of revenue resulting from the Reed bill, which 
would simply advance by six months automatic tax cuts 
scheduled for Jan. 1, 1954, is estimated at $1.5 billion 
by the Treasury Department and the Joint Committee on 
Internal Revenue Taxation. 


Twelve of the Committee’s 15 Republicans and nine 
of the 10 Democrats voted for the Reed bill. Opposing 
it were Reps. Robert W, Kean (R N.J.), Hal Holmes (R 
Wash.), John W. Byrnes (R Wis.) and A, Sidney Camp 
(D Ga.). 











Before approving the bill, the Committee rejected 
five motions to defer action until public hearings were 
held and detailed views of Administration officials ob- 
tained. The motions all were defeated 10-15 on party- 
line votes. 


Rep. Jere Cooper (D Tenn.), ranking minority mem- 
ber of the Ways and Means Committee. said the motions 
merely would have followed customary procedure in con- 
sidering major tax bills. He said this was the first time 
in his 21 years on the Committee ‘‘that public hearings 
were not held at some stage of a major tax bill’’ and that 
the Committee did not have before it Treasury Depart- 
ment views or Administration budget estimates. 


He said Democrats joined Republicans in approving 
the Reed bill ‘‘because we favor the earliest possible 
relief for the individual income taxpayer, consistent 
with the nation’s fiscal stability in a time of crisis.”’ 


Following the Ways and Means action, Chairman 
Leo E. Allen (R III.) of the House Rules Committee said 
that if the Reed bill came before his group, no action 
would be taken until May 1 at the earliest. Tax legisla- 
tion can be brought to the floor without Rules Committee 
approval, but it then is open to floor amendments which 
could tie up action with proposed sweeping changes. 


FEB, 17 -- 

President Eisenhower reiterated his stand that tax 
reduction should wait until a balanced budget is in sight. 
He told a news conference he could make no estimate 
on when the budget could be balanced. 


Asked about the Administration attitude toward ex- 
piration of the excess-profits tax, scheduled under 
present law for July 1, Mr. Eisenhower said he would 
never agree to the elimination of any tax law which 
would result in a reduction of revenue at the present. 
He said his advisers were studying the possibility of a 
substitute for the excess-profits tax. 


Committee Chairman Reed said after the Eisen- 
hower statement that it would affect his plans ‘‘not at all.’’ 


In answer to the President’s statement about the 
excess-profits tax, Reed said, ‘‘There will be no exten- 
sion of the excess-profits tax. And there will be no in- 
creases in taxes of any kind this year.’’ 


TAX CUT COMMENTS 


House Speaker Joseph W. Martin, Jr. (R Mass.) 
said he did not think the Eisenhower statement ruled out 
a tax cut this year. ‘‘In May we can see how our finan- 
ces are, and commence to see about taxes.”’ 





House Floor Leader Charles A, Halleck (R Ind.) 
said he thought ‘‘The President is a little more conser - 
vative than some of the rest of us in his views on the 
probability of a tax reduction this year.’’ He added that 
he didn’t expect ‘‘any serious difference between the 
President and Republicans in Congress”’ on tax cuts. 





FEB. 18 -- 

In a formal report on its tax bill, the V ays and 
Means Committee countered the Eisenhower position on 
taxes. It declared tax cuts -- not a balanced budget -- 
should come first. 


The Committee report said to delay tax reductions 
‘‘might well have serious economic consequences,’’ It 
denounced the excess-profits tax as one that ‘‘shackles 
new, small and growing corporations (and) tends to 
favor old and well-established businesses.’’ 


PROBES CLEARED -- The House Rules Committee 

Feb. 18 reported resolutions for 
some investigations but recommended against authoriz- 
ing two committees to conduct probes outside the U.S. 
Chairman Leo Allen (R Ill.) said he intended to limit the 
foreign ‘‘junkets’’ to the Foreign Affairs, Armed Ser- 
vices and Interior Committees. 





The Committee cleared requests for probes for 
Forcign Affairs (H Res 113), Education and Labor (H 
Res 115), Armed Services (H Res 125), Ways and Means 
(H Res 91) and Post Office and Civil Service (H Res 32). 
(CQ Weekly Report, p. 199, for roundup on probes.) 


The resolutions were subject to House approval. 
The Committee recommended amendments to eliminate 
authority to conduct investigations outside U.S, territory 
from the resolutions for the Ways and Means and Educa- 
tion and Labor Committees. 
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BOSTON COMMISSION -- The House Public Lands Sub- 
committee of the Interior 
Committee Feb. 17 refused by a vote of 10 to 9 to ap- 
prove a bill (H J Res 122) to set up a Boston National 
Historic Sites Commission. The resolution was intro- 


duced by Rep. Wesley A, D’Ewart (R Mont.) on Jan. 13. 


IRON CURTAIN REFUGEES -- The Senate Judiciary 
Committee Feb. 16 ap- 
proved a resolution (S Res 68) for a one-year extension 
of its inquiry into the problem of refugees from behind 
the Iron Curtain. The resolution was originally adopted 
in the 82nd Congress. (CQ Almanac, Vol. VIII, 1952, 

p. 175). 








SOCIAL SECURITY --The House Ways and Means Com- 

; ag mittee, which has jurisdiction over 
such legislation, Feb. 20 named a subcommittee to make 
a study of the entire social security program. Committee 
Chairman Daniel A. Reed (R N.Y.) and Rep. Carl T. Curtis 
(R Neb.), named to head the subcommittee, said the broad 
survey probably would preclude action this year. Re- 
vision of the program is on the Administration's action 
list. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 213.) 


HOME REPAIRS -- The House Banking and Currency 

Committee Feb. 18 voted unanimous- 
ly to report H J Res 160 raising the total of all FHA-in- 
sured loans for home repair and improvements which 
may be outstanding at any one time from the present 
$1.25 billion to $1.75 billion. The Senate Banking and 
Currency unit reported a similar measure Feb. 4. (CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 194). 





The House Committee recommended an amendment 
providing that the Federal Housing Administration shal] 
refund $8,300,000 put up by the Treasury as original 
capital to finance the program. 


OFFICER FREEZE -- The House Armed Services Com- 

mittee Feb. 18 unanimously re- 
ported legislation (HR 2332-H Rept. 77) to prevent 
freezing in grade of 10,000 junior officers. (CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 223). The bill, by Committee Chairman 
Dewey Short (R Mo.) would run to July 1, and provides 
for about the same quotas now in effect for officers above 
lieutenant in the Navy and captain in the other three 
services. It would permit more doctors and dentists in 
middle grades. 





The Committee, which held hearings, decided to 
report a newly written version that would require an 
annual review of military personne! requirements. 


GI MAIL -- A bill (HR 2466) extending for two years, 
~~~ until June 30, 1955, free mailing privileges 
for combat zone members of the armed services was 
approved Feb. 16 by a House Post Office Subcommittee. 
The bill, introduced by Post Office and Civil Service 
Committee Chairman Edward H. Rees (R Kan.) also 
would extend the privilege, for hospitalized and combat 
Korea veterans. Postal authorities estimated service 
personnel in Korea mailed 58 million letters last year. 





OBSCENE MATTER -- The Senate Judiciary Committee 
Feb. 16 approved a bill (S 11-- 

S Rept. 39) providing for stiffer penalties for the trans- 
portation of obscene matter. The bill, by Sen. Pat_ 
McCarran (D Nev.), would fix a penalty of up to five years 
in prison and a $5,000 fine for the mailing of obscene 
material. It was the second bill on the subject reported 
by the Committee. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 194). 
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New Hearings 


TIDELANDS -- The Senate Interior and Insular Affairs 

Committee and the House Judiciary 
Committee opened hearings on bills to determine owner - 
ship of submerged areas off coastal states, generally 
known as ‘‘tidelands,’’ and of resources in those lands. 
(For background, see Weekly Report, p. 126). 


SENATE COMMITTEE 


The Senate Committee opened hearings Feb. 16 with 
Sen. Spessard L, Holland (D Fla.) as first witness. Hol- 
land and 39 other Senators sponsored S J Res 13, a bill 
to establish state title to all submerged lands and their 
natural resources within the state’s historic boundaries, 
three miles seaward, or 10. miles inthe case of Texas 
and the Florida Gulf coast. 


Holland referred to Supreme Court decisions which 
have held the federal government has “ paramount rights 
and dominion’’ over the off-shore areas. Asserting that 
the Court left it up to Congress to decide the disposition 
of the disputed areas, Holland said: 


‘“‘The refusal of the Supreme Court to rule on the 
question of title has also immeasurably increased the 
instability in this situation and the certain result will 
be long and complicated litigation.”’ 


He said, ‘‘To think of carrying the document of 
paramount rights to its logical conclusion...threatens the 
very fundamentals of property rights and ownership.”’ 


Also before the Committee is a bill (S 294) sponsor - 
ed by Sen. Price Danie! (D Tex.) which is similar to 
Holland’s but which would give the states not only control 
of the marginal seas belt but also 372 per cent of the 
gas and oil revenues from submerged land in the contin- 
ental shelf, beyond the states’ seaward boundaries. 


Holland made it clear to the Committee he thought 
his bill should be enacted first, and problems of the 
continental shelf could be dealt with in later legislation. 


Committee Member Guy Cordon (R Ore.) read an 
opinion from Attorney General Herbert Brownell, Jr. 
which declared that an order issued by former President 
Truman Jan. 16 (CQ Weekly Report, p. 100) did not con- 
vert the offshore submerged lands into a Naval reserve. 
Brownell said the effect of the order merely transferred 
to the Navy such authority over the area as had previous- 
ly been conferred on the Secretary of Interior. ” 


Holland also told the Committee his bill would con- 
firm title of the states to lands under inland waters and 
the Great Lakes, since these titles ‘‘have been badly 
clouded’’ by the Supreme Court decisions. 


The Committee has three other proposals before it: 
Two bills (S 107 and SJ Res 18) and an amendment to 
S 107 which would set aside federal revenues from the 
submerged lands for aid to education. 


In a statement to the Committee Feb. 17, Harold R. 
Fatzer, president of the National Association of Attor- 
neys General, said there was apprehension among inland 
states that the federal government might claim lands 
under inland waters in view of the Supreme Court de - 
cisions. 





Committee Member Clinton P, Anderson (D N.M.) 
and Daniel Feb, 18 expressed divergent views on whether 
the Truman order created a Naval petroleum reserve. 





Daniel, a witness, said the Truman order did not 
make a Naval reserve of the continental shelf. Ander- 
son said a reserve was created but there was no author- 
ity to administer it under the Naval Petroleum Reserve 
Act. Anderson has a bill (S 107) before the Committee 
to confirm states’ title to lands under inland waters but 
give the federal government authority to grant oil leases 
on all off-shore submerged lands until the question is 
settled. 


Daniel testified that the federal government may 
eventually claim the submerged lands off the shores of 
the Great Lakes if Congress does not give the Atlantic, 
Pacific, and Gulf states clear title to the offshore lands. 


Feb. 19 Danie] added an assertion that the Supreme 
Court’s ‘“‘paramount rights’’ theory closely resembled 
ex-President Truman's ‘‘inherent powers’’ theory in 
seizing the steel mills. 


Louisiana Attorney General Fred S. Leblanc testi- 
fied that his state’s boundary “‘has never been definitely 
determined.’’ 


HOUSE COMMITTEE 


The House Judiciary Committee hearings got under - 
way Feb. 17. Attorney General Brownell testified that 
it is up to Congress to determine whether to revoke 
Truman’s executive order dealing with submerged lands. 


He repeated for the Committee his opinion that the 
order did not create a petroleum reserve, but merely 
transferred administration of the lands. He said he was 
not prepared to go into details of the 37 bills before the 
Committee. 


VOICE OF AMERICA -- An investigation of ‘‘ possible 

mismanagement, subversion 
and kickbacks”’ in the State Department’s Voice of 
America program was started by the Senate Permanent 
Investigating Subcommittee Feb. 13. It may go on for 
several months, Chairman Joseph R. McCarthy (R 
Wis.) said. 








Secretary of State John Foster Dulles announced 
Feb. 18 he had accepted the December 1952 resignation 
of Dr. Wilson Compton as head of the Voice’s parent 
agency, the International Information Administration. 


FEB. 13 -- 

Five witnesses -- Novelist Howard Fast and four 
present or ex-employees of the Voice -- testified at a 
closed hearing in New York. Afterwards, McCarthy 
said ‘‘there are some people in the Voice of America 
who are doing a rather effective job of sabotaging Dulles’ 
and Eisenhower's foreign policy program.’’ But he add- 
ed he favored continuing the Voice. 


FEB. 14 -- 

Seven witnesses connected with the Voice told the 
Subcommittee, in closed session, of ‘‘waste and incomp- 
etence’’ in the agency, McCarthy said. 


FEB. 16-- 
At a Washington hearing, Lewis J. McKesson, for- 
merly a Voice electrical engineer, testified of waste in 
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the construction of radio transmitters. Dr. Newbern 


Smith of the U.S. Bureau of Standards said he had writ- 
ten a report which ‘‘backs up’’ McKesson’s criticism. 


Asked by McCarthy if he thought some of the waste 
had ‘‘been planned that way’’, McKesson said he reached 
that conclusion ‘‘several times.’’ McCarthy said the 
Voice had that day suspended construction of the two 
stations. 


FEB. 17 -- 

James M. Moran, another former Voice engineer, 
criticized construction of broadcasting facilities in 
Ceylon. Frederick Freeman of the Voice’s contract 
branch described losses running ‘‘into millions’’ on 
construction work for the Voice. 


Dr. Compton testified that during his year in office 
he had launched efficiency studies to rid the program 
of waste. 


FEB. 18 -- 

Writer Howard Fast refused to answer, on grounds 
of possible self-incrimination, such questions as wheth- 
er he was a Communist or knew any Communists in the 
State Department. Subcommittee Counsel! Roy Cohn 
read a Department memorandum suggesting that use of 
pro-American material culled from writings of Fast, 
‘‘a Soviet-endorsed author,’’ might ‘‘be given a special 
credibility among selected key audiences’’ abroad. 
McCarthy said Dulles had ‘‘cancelled’’ the proposal. 


Stuart Ayers of the Voice’s Latin American division 
said he suspected ‘‘a premeditated, planned attempt’’ to 
dilute anti-Communist propaganda in Voice broadcasts. 
He denounced a juvenile adventure program which takes 
up most of his division’s budget and said he was unsuc - 
cessful in having the phrase ‘‘Communist gangsters”’ 
used in the script. 


FEB. 19 -- 

Cohn read testimony from 1952 Senate Internal Se - 
curity Subcommittee hearings dealing with a purported 
confession by a Chinese Communist who said State De- 
partment information officers in China had leaked ‘‘dip- 
lomatic secrets’’ which ‘‘reached Soviet ears.’’ 


John C, Caldwell, formerly a Department informa- 
tion officer in China, said that most U.S. Embassy per - 
sonnel in China were extremely critical of Chiang Kai- 
shek and the Nationalists. 


Caldwell added that after he left the Department, 
material indicating he was a suspected Communist had 
been placed in his personne] file. McCarthy said a staff 
investigation had revealed Caldwell was “anti-Commu- 
nist, pro-Chiang and pro-MacArthur.”’ 


W. Bradley Connors, former information officer in 
China, testified he had never leaked secrets to anyone 
and had never been a Communist or fellow-traveller. 


INTERNAL SECURITY -- The Senate Internal Security 

Subcommittee Feb. 19 resumed 
its hearings on subversive U.S. employees of the United 
Nations, Hearings last were held late in 1952, after 
which the Subcommittee issued a report criticizing the 
State Department for failing to screen employees effi- 
ciently. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 99). 
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Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., U.S. Ambassador to the 
UN, testified that 46 of 1,652 fingerprint forms sent to 
Americans in the UN had not yet been returned. Most of 
the missing forms were from persons abroad or on 
leave, he said. The fingerprinting procedure is his first 
step in weeding out possible subversives. 


Two UN employees, Mrs. Sonia Gruen and Mrs. 
Eda Glasser, and a former UNESCO employee, Jerome 
A. Oberwager, refused, on constitutional grounds, to 
say whether they had Communist affiliations. 


TREATIES -- A Senate Judiciary Subcommittee Feb. 18 

opened hearings on a resolution (S J Res 1) 
to amend the Constitution to limit federal treaty -making 
powers, 


The resolution, sponsored by Sen. John W. Bricker 
(R Ohio) and 63 other Senators, would amend the Con- 
stitution to prohibit the making of a treaty abridging any 
right set forth in the Constitution, require Congressional] 
legislation before a treaty could become effective and 
subject executive agreements to the same limitations 
as treaties. (For sponsors, see chart in CQ Weekly Re- 
port, p. 147, and additional sponsors, p. 218, and 
‘“‘Smathers Co-Sponsor,’’, p. 254). 





Alfred J. Schweppe, Seattle, chairman of the Ameri- 
can Bar Association’s Committee on Peace and Law 
Through the United Nations, said the issue is now im- 
portant because UN organizations have ‘‘some 200 treat - 
ies’’ in preparation which affect political, social and eco- 
nomic affairs. He said there was a ‘‘real possibility’’ 
the treaties could affect existing federal and state law. 


Frank E, Holman, former president of the American 
Bar Association, said an amendment to the Constitution 
was ‘‘necessary to protect American rights.’’ 


Dana Converse Backus, New York City Bar Associ- 
ation, Feb. 19 testified against the amendment on grounds 
it would stand in the way of U.S. adoption of its own plan 
for UN control of the atomic bomb. This plan, said 
Backus, would have given an international agency powers 
‘“‘with respect to the process and ownership of atom 
bomb facilities.’’ 


Testifying Feb. 19 in favor of the Bricker amend- 
ment were Mrs. James C. Lucas, Executive Secretary of 
the National Society, Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion, Frank B, Ober, Baltimore lawyer, and Mrs. Enid 
H. Griswold, vice president of the National Economic 
Council. 


SMATHERS CO-SPONSOR 


Sen. George A. Smathers (D Fla.) Feb. 6 was added 
as the 63rd co-sponsor to the Bricker resolution, 
Bricker announced. 





WATKINS TREATY PLAN 


Sen. Arthur V. Watkins (R Utah) Feb, 16 proposed 
a Constitutional amendment (S J Res 43) to nullify any 
provision of a treaty which conflicts with any provision 
of the Constitution. The amendment also would provide 
that ‘‘a treaty shall become effective as law in the United 
States only through legislation which would be valid in 
the absence of treaty.’’ 
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N.Y. POLICE PROBE -- Rep. Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. 








(D N.Y.) charged Feb. 19 that 
New York City police officials made a deal with the Jus- 
tice Department to block FBI investigations of alleged 
police brutality there. His testimony was given to the 
House Judiciary Subcommittee. 


Powell said New York Police Commissioner George 
P, Monaghan should be fired immediately, adding New 
York is a ‘‘city of terror’’ for minorities. He asked that 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover be called to tell about the 
workings of the alleged agreement. 


Rep. Isidore Dollinger (D N.Y.) also called for 
Monaghan’s resignation, saying, the situation is a “‘blot 
on the good name of New York.’’ Rep. Jacob K. Javits 
(R N.Y.) testified the agrement may have been ‘‘human 
blindness.’’ 





Continued Hearings 


TAFT-HARTLEY -- The House Committee on Education 
and Labor continued to hear pro- 
posals for amending the Taft-Hartley labor law. (CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 222). 





FEB. 17 -- 
Rep. Robert L. Condon (D Calif.) suggested a series 
of amendments which would: 





Provide for a review by the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board of its General Counsel’s decisions refusing 
to file unfair labor practice complaints at the request 
of unions. 

Repeal a provision which prevents strikers from 
voting on union representation questions. 


Rep. Barratt O’Hara (D Ill.) said the Taft-Hartley 
law should be ‘‘discarded entirely’’ and replaced with a 
new act. 


FEB. 18 -- 

Rep. George M, Rhodes (D Pa.) told the Committee 
his measure (HR 2511) to revoke the Taft-Hartley pro- 
vision which bans the closed shop in the printing industry 
‘*would eliminate unnecessary and unwise government 
restrictions.’’ He criticized the non-Communist oath 
requirement for union officials, and the law’s ban on 
union expenditures of contributions in federai elections. 


Rep. John D. Dingell (D Mich.) spoke for a closed 
shop for the printing industry, and offered a bill (HR 
2510) similar to the Rhodes proposal. 


FEB. 19 -- 

Committee members heard Rep. Carroll D. Kearns 
(R Pa.) propose that the membership of the National 
Labor Relations Board be increased from five to nine 
members to speed up handling of labor disputes. 








SENATE HEARINGS POSTPONED 


Sen. Robert A. Taft (R Ohio) said Feb. 19 Senate 
hearings on revision of the Taft-Hartley law would be 
held up until the new Administration offers its proposals. 





NAM SENDS SOS 


The National Association of Manufacturers Feb. 14 
called on businessmen to produce witnesses to testify at 
Congressional hearings in defense of the Taft-Hartley Act. 
“Strong business support is required if the basic prin- 
ciples of Taft-Hartley are to be retained,’’ and the effect 
of ‘‘union-inspired testimony’’ combatted, the NAM said. 





FOREIGN AFFAIRS -- Secretary of State John Foster 

Dulles Feb. 17 assured the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee that ‘‘no concrete promises 
or pledges were given to or received from our European 
allies’’ during his recent trip abroad, according to a 
Committee announcement following a closed-door hear - 
ing. (For Dulles speech, see page 250). 





SENATE TESTIMONY 


Dulles testified before the Senate Foreign Relations 
Far Eastern Subcommittee Feb. 13. According to Com- 
mittee members, Duiles assured them the Administra- 
tion will consult with Congress and U,S. allies before 
making any Far East move risking war. 


Sen. John J, Sparkman (D Ala.), who earlier had re - 
quested the Administration to clarify its intentions, said 
he was satisfied it had ‘‘slowed down what I was afraid 
was about to develop into a headlong rush into war.’’ 
(CQ Weekly Report, p. 215). 


FOREIGN AID -- The Senate Appropriations Committee 
held a closed-door session Feb, 18 
with Mutual Security Director Harold E. Stassen and 
Secretary of State John Foster Dulles. Sen. er- 
guson (R Mich.) quoted Stassen as saying the MSA has 
dropped 1,000 of its 10,000 employees since the new Ad- 
ministration took over. Committee Chairman Styles 
Bridges (R N.H.) said the testimony indicated there 
would be reduced foreign aid spending in fiscal 1954. 





VA FUNDS -- Medical care to veterans will be reduced 

unless Congress restores cuts in current 
appropriations for the Veterans Administration, Joel T. 
Boone, medical director for VA, said Feb. 18. 


Testifying before the House Veterans Committee, 
Boone said the alternatives are more funds or cancel- 
ing some of the gavernment’s medical obligations. (See 
pages 227-235). 


Congress last year reduced VA requests by $40 mil- 
lion, of which $31 million was applied to the medical 
program. 


On the previous day, the House group was urged by 
James W, Cothran, Commander -in-chief of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, to consider boosting pension payments 
to aged and totally and permanently disabled veterans of 
World Wars I and Il, The VFW also recommended re- 
jection of proposals to transfer hospital and medical 
services from the VA to the Federal Security Agency. 
(CQ Weekly Report, p. 196). 


ALASKA HOUSING -- The House Government Operations 

committee on Alaska Housing 
heard former Rep. Fred L, Crawford (R Mich.) testify 
Feb. 16 against Army plans to build 1,600 new housing 
units in the Anchorage area. He said they would dupli- 
cate units already built. 





STATE DEPT. PROBE -- Chairman Joseph R. McCarthy 

(R Wis.) of the Senate Perma- 
nent Investigations Subcommittee said at hearings Feb. 
16 that ‘‘This Committee will not countenance any re- 
prisals or intimidations of its witnesses.’’ 








He referred to testimony by John E. Matson, former 
State Department security officer, that he had been de- 
moted for criticizing security precautions for State De- 
partment files at a Subcommittee hearing Feb. 5. (CQ 


Weekly Report, p. 222). 
‘opyright 1953 


Samuel J. Boykin, acting director of the State De- 
partment’s Bureau of Security and Consular Affairs, 
testified that Matson had not been demoted since his 
civil service grade and salary were unchanged. Boykin 
said Matson was transferred because ‘‘morale in the 
division of foreign service personnel was non-existent 
and Matson’s presence there was not helping that.’’ 


McCarthy called Boykin ‘‘incompetent,’’ and guilty 
of ‘‘the most inexcusable act I’ve ever seen on the part 
of an officer.”’ 


MATERIALS TO REDS? -- Sen. Charles W. Tobey (R 
N.H.) announced Feb. 14 the 
investigating subcommittee of the Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Committee would probe shipment of strate - 
gic materials to countries behind the fron Curtain. 
Tobey is Chairman of the Committee. 





UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES -- Two unidentified wit- 
nesses provided ‘‘in- 
formation about subversive or Communist activities in 
the field of education’’ at a closed Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee hearing Feb. 18, according to Chairman 
Harold H. Velde (RIIl.). (See page 242). 





ATOMIC ENERGY -- The Joint Committee on Atomic 





Congressional 


Energy Feb. 18 heard a progress 
report on the atomic energy program by four members 
of the Atomic Energy Commission. Meeting for the 
fourth time of the year without a permanent chairman, 
the group passed over the issue of selecting a chief, 

and planned a meeting on the chairmanship for the week 
ahead. (For background on Rep. W, Sterling Cole (R 
N.Y. and Sen. Bourke B. Hickenlooper (R Iowa), the 
leading candidates for the Chairmanship, see CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 97). 








Reports 


OVERSEAS BASES -- A Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee report Feb. 14 charged 
needless waste of hundreds of millions of dollars in the 
construction of overseas military bases. The document 
was released by Sens. Russell B, Long (D La.) and 
Wayne Morse (I Ore.), former members of the Commit - 
tee, who made a 30,000-mile flying tour of the overseas 
bases in 1952. (CQ Weekly Report, pp. 195, 223). 








Their report challenged the ‘‘adequacy and wisdom’’ 
of the nation’s high-level planning and aimed criticism 
at Air Force leaders and global construction of air 
bases. It said some European allies were gouging the 
U.S. and its servicemen on supplies and necessities. 


A section dealing with agreements witn France was 
deleted because of objections by the Departments of 
State and Defense. 


The report said U.S. forces in Europe are ‘‘top- 
heavy’’ and ‘‘over-staffed.’’ 


One country was singled out as ‘‘the brightest phase’ 
of the NATO defense. Turkey, the report said, was ‘‘de- 
termined to defend itself.’’ 


Praise also went to the Army Corps of Engineers. 
The report said ‘‘responsible officers’’ of the Corps 
are keeping construction costs down ‘‘as best they can.”’ 
The Corps was censured last year by the Senate 
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Preparedness Subcommittee in its probe of North Afri- 
can air bases. (CQ Almanac, Vol. VIII, 1952, p. 213). 


Sen. Albert Gore (D Tenn.) said Feb. 16 he could 
not agree that the global “‘retaliatory’’ air strategy is 
faulty. He agreed with the report’s contention of waste 
and extravagance. 


AIR FORCE REPLIES 


Air Force officials Feb. 17 made a detailed reply 
to charges of ‘‘waste, extravagance and poor top level 
planning”’ alleged in the report. 


Armed Services Committee Chairman Leverett 
Saltonstall (R Mass.) said testimony in the closed hear - 
ings would not be made public because of its ‘‘top- 
secret’’ nature. 


Morse said Feb. 18 on the Senate floor that he and 
Long spent many months forcing the Pentagon to cut 
down excessive requests for military construction. He 
said editorials in the Washington Post and Washington 
Star criticizing their report were ‘‘not fair to their 
readers,”’ 


Coming Up 


VAN FLEET VIEWS -- Rep. Dewey Short (R Mo.), Chair - 
man of the House Armed Ser - 

vices Committee, announced Feb. 13 that Gen. James A. 

Van Fleet will appear before the Committee March 4 

to outline his views on the Korean war. Van Fleet said 

Feb. 10 a UN offensive in Korea would ‘‘certainly’’ 

succeed, (CQ Weekly Report, p. 216). 





Short said the Committee wanted to know if there is 
a conflict between Van Fleet’s views on Korean strategy 
end the reported testimony of Gen. Omar Bradley, chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, before the Senate Arm- 
ed Services Committee Feb. 10. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 
223). Bradley was quoted as saying an offensive in 
Korea would risk heavy losses and would require more 
manpower. 


BENSON TO TESTIFY -- The Senate Agriculture Com- 

mittee Feb. 18 announced it 
will ask Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson to 
testify in public session. Chairman George D, Aiken 
(R Vt.) defended Benson against attacks by some Demo- 
cratic Senators and said the hearing would ‘‘clear the 
atmosphere a little bit.”’ 








The Committee also voted Feb. 18 to investigate 
importation and sale of New Zealand beef in this country, 
the Commodity Credit Corporation’s grain selling meth- 
ods, and possible ways of stabilizing markets for per- 
ishables., 


COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
AGRICULTURE 


Chairman Clifford R. Hope (R Kan.) of the House 
Agriculture Committee Feb. 16 announced the appoint- 
ment of a Subcommittee on Fertilizer and Farm Machin- 
ery, under the Chairmanship of Rep. Charles B. Hoeven 
(R lowa). 








Other members of the group are: Reps. Ralph 
Harvey (R Ind.), Page Belcher (R Okla.), Clifford G. 
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McIntire (R Maine), William C, Wampler (R Va.), E.C. 
Gathings (D Ark.), Thomas G. Abernethy (D Miss.), 
Car! Albert (D Okla.) and James G. Polk (D Ohio). 


CONGRESSIONAL QUOTES 


Sen. Allen J. Ellender (D La.) said Feb. 14 (over a 
New Orleans radio station) on the proposed 25 per cent 
Constitutional tax limitation: ‘‘While the proposal 
sounds good, it would serve to reduce taxes for those 
persons in the higher income brackets alone. It would 
also deprive our government of the flexibility in levying 
taxes that is most necessary in view of our domestic 
and international responsibilities.’’ 


In a Feb. 19 news release, Rep. Allan Oakley Hunter 


(R Calif.) said, ‘‘The veteran is gaining more and more 
power in Washington, observers agree, and point to the 
fact that there are now 19.9 million men and women 
with military service in the nation. Of the more than 
3,000 bills thus far introduced in the 83rd Congress, 
more deal with veterans’ affairs than with any other 
subject.”’ 





Sen. Lyndon B. Johnson (D Tex.) said Feb. 13 in 
the Senate, “Among the most pressing of problems 
that face our people is that of controlling the water re- 
sources of our country. In Texas -- as in so many 
other states -- water is all too frequently a feast or 
famine proposition. In times of flood, water falls upon 
our land by the ton, washing away precious topsoil and 
smashing property and equipment. In times of drought, 
we turn to our reservoirs only to find that they are too 
few and depleted too rapidly.’’ 





Sen. William E. Jenner (R Ind.) said Feb. 14 in 
Boise, Idaho, ‘‘Our Republican Administration is not 
yet a month old, but the bitter hatreds that turned one 
American against another have been sunk to a hardly 
audible whisper. The kitchen cabinet and the palace 
guard are gone. No more whispering campaigns, no 
leaks to favored columnists, no need to calcuiate how 
much the news from the Administration is slanted. The 
difficulties are not over, especially in foreign policy, 
but they are being met in a new climate of friendliness 
for all Americans.”’ 





Ina Feb. 14 newsletter, Rep. Wayne N. Aspinall 
(D Colo.) said, ‘‘Personally, at the present time I do 
not feel that the leadership of the new Administration 
has any desire to hamper unduly the necessary national 
progress which is dependent on Western development. 
However there may be some desire that the program 
be slowed up somewhat in several] aspects. Here lies 
a real danger. No true friend of the West wishes to 
see this enlightened program of 50 years stymied or 
de stroyed.’’ 





D.C. HOME RULE 


A modified District of Columbia home rule bill (S 
999) was offered in the Senate Feb. 18 by 32 Senators 
from both parties. Sen. Francis Case (R S.D.), who 
headed the list of co-sponsors, said it was ‘‘essentially 
the same bill that passed the Senate last year.’’ That 
measure died in the House District Committee. (CQ 
Almanac, Vol. VIII, 1952, p. 233). Case said changes 
from the 1952 version included reducing the size of the 
proposed city council from 15 to nine members and low- 
ering the number of wards from five to three. (For list 
of co-sponsors, see chart, p. 246). 





Beefs” 


Congressional 


AGRICULTURE SECRETARY'S 


Congressional anxiety over falling farm prices 
has been exhibited in a running debate over the policies 
and plans of Agriculture Secretary Ezra Taft Benson. 


The argument was touched off by Benson's speech 
of Feb. 11 before the Centra! Livestock Association in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, in which he urged a ‘‘free market”’ 
economy, said that price supports ‘‘should provide in- 
surance against disaster,’’ and that supports which 
“fencourage uneconomic production and result in con- 
tinuing heavy surpluses’’ should be avoided. 


The next day members of both parties, but with 
Democrats in the majority, took issue with Benson’s 
statements. Rep. Harold O. Lovre (R S.D.) said he dis- 
agreed completely, and that he would sponsor a bill to 
extend coverage of the present mandatory support pro- 
gram. Democrats Roy W. Wier (Minn.) and E. C. Gathings 
(D Ark.) said the statement was a reversal of F isen- 
hower’s campaign promises, while Carl Albert (D Okla.) 


said Benson’s stand would further depress prices. 





SENATORS SPEAK UP 


In the Senate Burnet R. Maybank (D S.C.) said the 
Banking and Currency Committee should call Benson 
on the carpet. Sen. James E. Murray (D Mont.) said 
the speech was an ‘‘insult to the farmers” and that 
either Benson did not understand the farm program, or 
‘fintends to return American agriculture to the chaos 
of the 1920’s.’’ Sen. Richard B. Russell (D Ga.) said 
that he had promised to cooperate with the Administra - 
tion ‘‘but I’m not going to follow it down the road to 
disaster.’’ The following day the question was taken up 
on the Senate floor when James O, Eastland (D Miss.) 


denounced Benson's stand and Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey 


(D Minn.) said, ‘‘It appears we're getting the 1953 edi- 
tion of ‘prosperity is just around the corner.’ ”’. 








On the 18th, Sens. J. William Fulbright (D Ark.) and 
Robert A. Taft (R Ohio) debated farm prices and poli- 
cies, but got off into tariffs as well. Fulbright cited 
Benson's statement that ‘‘Inefficiency should not be 
subsidized in agriculture nor any other segment of our 
economy’’ and said that dozens of ‘‘highly inefficient 
industries are protected and subsidized through protec - 
tive tariffs.’’ Taft challenged him to name ‘‘inefficient 
industries that should be destroyed.’’ 


Taft questioned the right of Democrats to criticize 
Benson's policies when ‘‘for two years prices have been 
dropping, and the Democrats have not done anything 
about it.”’ 


Taft added, ‘‘I may say, however, that if during the 
next two years the Republicans do not do better in 
preventing a fall of farm prices’, then they might lose 
the next election. 


Taft said he didn’t see ‘‘what all the shouting is 
about’’ because the determination of policy wili be 
made by Congress and that ‘‘it is not going to be deter - 
mined on the basis of certain remarks Mr. Benson may 
have made.”’ 
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PRICE SUPPORT POWERS 


Sen. Arthur V, Watkins (R Utah) said that dec lining 
prices were ‘‘frightening only a few Democratic poli- 
ticians.’’ Sen, Lyndon B, Johnson (D Tex.) took issue 
by reading a statement issued by Sen. Milton R. Young 
(R N.D.) critical of Benson; Humphrey read a resolu- 
tion of the Minnesota State Senate asking for immediate 
steps ‘‘to alleviate declining prices of farm products,”’ 
In neither case, they said, could these people be called 
‘*frightened Democrats."’ 


Although Benson has been criticized for failure to 
appiy price supports to halt the recent sharp drops in 
beef cattle prices, most of the ‘“‘shouting’’ has been about 
long-range policies of the Administration. The Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has never supported the price of 
beef, for several reasons, difficulty of administration 
and perishability of the product being the primary ones; 
so the present situation does not represent any departure 
from established policy in that respect. 


With no price supports on beef, a House Agriculture 
subcommittee Feb. 20 recommended other steps to halt 
price drops: Emergency loans, import controls, empha- 
sis on meat in the school lunch program, increased mili- 
tary purchases. In the meantime the Army had already 
started to build up supplies to a 120-day level rather than 
the customary 60-day supply. 


Members of Congress from farm states think that 
Benson may not ‘‘believe’’ in price supports. They are 
worried about what will happen to other con.modities that 
are now supported under discretionary features of the 
law, and what the policy will be for ‘“ basic’’ commoditie: 
(corn, cotton, peanuts, rice, tobacco and wheat) when the 
present mandatory 90 per cent support level expires at 
the end of 1954. 


Support Provisions 


Here is the present situation with respect to price 
support laws: 


The Agriculture Act of 1949 set up a sliding scale of 
supports, generally from 75 to 90 per cent of parity, (a 
formula designed to equalize the prices farmers receive 
in terms of prices they have to pay for goods and services) 
depending upon supply. The Secretary of Agriculture is 
required to support the prices of certain commodities-- 
the six ‘‘basics’’ and these ‘‘designated nonbasics’’: Wool 
(including mohair), tung nuts, honey, milk, butterfat, and 
the products of milk and butterfat. Other commodities 
may be supported at the discretion of the Secretary, and 
at levels to be determined by him. In 1952 the Act was 
amended to set aside the sliding scale for the six basics 
for the crop years 1953 and 1954, and require supports 
at 90 per cent of parity for those two years. 


The law directs the Secretary of Agriculture to take 
eight factors into account in administering the price sup- 
port program: (1) Supply of the commodity in relation to 
demand, (2) price support levels of other commodities, 

(3) availability of funds, (4) perishability of the commodity, 
(5) its importance to agriculture and the national economy, 
(6) ability to dispose of stocks acquired through price - 
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support operations, (7) need for offsetting temporary losses 
of export markets, (8) ability and willingness of producers 
to keep supplies in line with demand. 


One of the problems in a price support operation is 
the planning of the program so that the Commodity Credit 
Corporation will not acquire overlarge stocks of commod- 
ities. This can be accomplished in three ways, depending 
upon the commodity to be supported: On the basics, the 
Secretary can institute marketing quotas and acreage 
allotments; on the designated nonbasics he can use flexi- 
ble supports, dropping the level to discourage over - 
production; for other crops he can use flexible supports, 
or withdraw support altogether. 


Tobacco is the only basic commodity on which mar - 
keting quotas have been announced for the 1953 crop, but 
some quotas may be required in 1954. For instance, the 
U.S. now has large stocks of wheat which may become a 
problem if the International Wheat Agreement is not re- 
newed (CQ Weekly Report, p. 154). If marketing quotas 
are to be placed on the 1954 crop, they will have to be 
announced before the fall planting of winter wheat starts. 


Benson warned cotton farmers on Feb. 18 that unless 
they voluntarily reduce their 1953 cotton acreage, market - 
ing quotas for the 1954 crop may be necessary. 


Among the designated nonbasics, the law requires 
that wool be supported at levels of from 60 to 90 per cent 
of parity. The level announced for 1953 is 90 per cent, 
the same as 1952; for mohair, 78 per cent, three points 
above the 1952 level. 


The same flexible rate -- 60 to 90 per cent -- applies 
to tung nuts and honey. The marketing season for tung 


nuts begins in November and the current level, announced 
in 1952, is 62 per cent. Honey was supported at 70 per 
cent in 1952; the new marketing season begins in April. 


CCC BUTTER STOCK LARGE 


Milk and butterfat and their products are to be sup- 
ported at 75 to 90 per cent of parity. The present level 
of 90 per cent continues in effect until March 31, 1953. 
Recently CCC has been acquiring a large stock of butter, 
although this is a season when butter usually comes out 
of storage instead of going in. However, a dairy industry 
advisory committee recommended to Benson on Feb, 17 
that the 90 per cent level be continued. 


Supports for other agricultural commodities are dis- 
cretionary. Here, the determination of whether to support 
prices, or the level of support, may be based on supply. 
For instance, in 1952 support programs were in effect 
for eight varieties of winter cover-crop seeds, Supplies 
of three varieties are now above normal and supports 
were withdrawn for 1953. Supplies of two others were 
sufficient so that support levels were dropped somewhat 
below 1952 figures. 


Support programs for 1953 have been announced for 
barley, oats, rye, and grain sorghums at 85 per cent 
(all five per cent above their 1952 levels), flaxseed at 
80 per cent and soybeans at 90 per cent, both the same 
as 1952. Cottonseed was supported at 90 per cent in 1952; 
a nine-man advisory committee made up of producers, 
and processors is scheduled to meet with Benson Feb. 27 
to consider the 1953 program. 
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CONFIRMATIONS 


The Senate Feb. 13 confirmed the following nomi- 
nations (for other confirmations, see CQ Weekly Report, 
p. 217): 


Donold B. Lourie, Feb, 13, as Undersecretary of 
State for Administration. 

James J, Wadsworth, Feb. 13, as Deputy U.S. Rep- 
resentative to the United Nations. 

H. Lee White, Feb. 13, as Assistant Secretary of 
the Air Force. 

Robert C. Watson, Feb. 13, as Commissioner of 
Patents. 


COMMITTEE APPROVALS 


Senate committees have approved the following 
nominations: 


Treasury Secretary George M. Humphrey, Feb. 17, 
to be U.S. Governor of the International Monetary Fund 
and the International Bank for Reconstruction and De- 
velopment. (Senate Banking and Currency Committee). 

Allen W. Dulles, Feb 19, to be Director of the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency. (Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee). 

Lloyd A. Mashburn, Feb. 19, to be Undersecretary 
of Labor. (Senate Labor and Public Welfare Committee). 

Samuel Wilder King, Feb. 19, to be Governor of the 
Territory of Hawaii. (Senate Interior Committee). 


NOMINATIONS 


President Eisenhower made the following formal 
nominations which Feb. 19 awaited Senate committee 
action: 


Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce, Feb. 16, to be Ambassador 
to Italy. 

C. Douglas Dillon, Feb. 16, to be Ambassador to 
France. 

James C, Dunn, Feb. 18, to be Ambassador to Spain. 

Kar] L. Rankin, Feb. 18, to be Ambassador to 
Nationalist China. 

John Moors Cabot, Feb. 18, to be Assistant Secre- 
tary of State for inter-American affairs. 


TO HEAD CIVIL DEFENSE 


The White House announced Feb. 19 that President 
Eisenhower wiil nominate former Nebraska Gov. Val 
Peterson as Federal Civil Defense Administrator. He 
will receive an annual salary of $17,500. Peterson has 
been serving as an administrative assistant to the Pres- 
ident since Jan. 28. He became Acting Administrator of 
Civil Defense Feb. 20. A formal appointment was to be 
sent to the Senate later. 


HAWAII] GOVERNOR 


President Eisenhower Feb. 18 formally nominated 
Samuel Wilder King of Hawaii to be Governor of the 
Territory. King, a former delegate to Congress from 
Hawaii, was recommended by Sen. Robert A. Taft (R 
Ohio). Delegate Joseph R. Farrington (R Hawaii) said 
Feb. 16 that King was the ‘‘overwhelming choice of a 
majority of citizens.’’ 
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. Q--Are the economy aims of the Republican 


leadership of the new Congress going to cramp 
the legislative budget for sleuthing ? 


A--Apparently not. A survey by Congressional 
Quarterly indicates the 83rd Congress may out- 
do the investigative champion, the 82nd Congress. 
Committee probes or studies were called for in 
about 105 pieces of legislation introduced during 
January, 1953, compared with about 70 during the 
first month (JJanuary, 1951) of the 82nd Congress. 
To finance probes, the Senate authorized $820,000 
in January, 1953 compared with $485,000 two 
years earlier (figures include carryover of un- 
spent funds). The House took no action on probe 
funds in the first month of either year. 


. Q--What happens to any money a Congressional] 


committee has left over after finishing an inves- 
tigation? 


A--According to Congressional officials, it is 
either re-authorized for later spending by the 
same committee, or returned to the U.S. Trea- 
sury, usually after a two-year holding period. 


. Q--Who has ‘‘sniffed out’’ the most investigative 


trails this year --Democrats or Republicans ? 
A--Of the approximately 105 legislative proposals 
concerning investigations introduced in January, 
about 75 were sponsored by Republicans and 25 
by Democrats. Five were co-sponsored by Mem- 
bers from both parties. Proposed investigations 
deal with such subjects as the military services, 
veterans, agriculture, commerce and industry, 
education and welfare, natural resources, taxes 
and economic policies, and U.S, security and 
communism. 


. Q--Is there any plan to relieve Congressmen of 
some of their investigative duties so they can 
spend more time at lawmaking ? 


A--Some of the investigative load would be taken 
from Congressional shoulders under a proposal 
by Rep. Jacob K, Javits (R N.Y.). OnJan. 29 he 
introduced legislation to establish an Office of 
Government Investigation as a permanent agency 
to probe ‘‘illegal, improper or unethical acts re- 
lating to the transaction of the business of the ted- 
eral government.”’ 


. Q--Is Congress taking any steps to prevent per- 
sons from being unjustly ‘‘smeared”’ in testimony 
at Congressional investigations ? 


A--Sen. Estes Kefauver (D Tenn.) Feb. 10 pro- 
posed a ‘‘code of fair conduct’’ to safeguard indi- 
viduals from ‘‘derogatory remarks.’’ Under the 
code, persons would be notified beforehand, when 


possible, that derogatory material was to be pre- 


congressional quiz 





sented, and allowed to file answering statements. 
Rep. Kenneth B. Keating (R N.Y.) said Dec. 6 
Congressional investigators should be careful not 
to ‘‘destroy the good name’”’ of innocent men, 
and said some in public life had ‘‘not hesitated to 
trample’’ good names ‘‘beneath the muddy boots 
of sensational charges.’’ 


. Q--Did Congress finally give President Eisen- 
hower the same government reorganization 
powers Mr. Truman had ? 


A--Yes. Senate passage Feb. 6 completed Con- 
gressional action on legislation extending the 
Reorganization Act of 1949 till April 1, 1955. 
This permits the President to submit plans for 
reorganizing the Executive Branch of the govern- 
ment. A plan takes effect after 60 days unless 
either chamber rejects it by a Constitutional ma- 
jority -- 49 votes in the Senate and 218 in the 
House. Proposals to amend the law to permit 
Congressional veto by a simple majority of those 
voting were turned down. 


. Q--How much money are Senators allowed for 


office expenses ? 

A--Funds are allocated for a Senator’s office 
help in proportion to his state’s population. Here 
is the allocation formula, in terms of 1947 sal- 
aries: Under three million population, $39,540 
yearly; from three to five million, $41,760; five 
to 10 million, $47,640: over 10 million, $49,680. 
Actual office help allowance is considerably 
higher than those rates, because of specific pay 
increases for employees subsequent to 1947. 


. Q--What is the pay of employees of Senate 
offices ? 


A--It varies, but the pay ceilings, in terms of 
both the 1947 ‘‘basic’’ rate, and the actual rate, 
taking into account pay increases since 1947, 

are: Administrative assistant, $8,400 ‘‘basic,’’ 
$11,646 actual ceiling; Secretary, $7,320 ‘‘basic”’, 
$10,407.14 actual ceiling; other clerical staff, 
$5,280 ‘‘basic,’’ $8,511.09 actual ceiling. 


. Q--Is the Social Security tax compulsory for the 


self-employed ? 


A--In most cases, yes. In 1950 Social Security 
coverage was extended to persons self-employed 
in a trade or business. But such income sources 
as most professions, religious services, farm- 
ing, real estate rentals and interest and divi- 
dends are excluded. 


NOTE: CQ Weekly Report pages on which more 


data can be found: (1) 199; (2) 200: (3 and 4) 
201 (5) 221; (6) 213: (7 and 8) 220; (9) 226. 





